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Abstract

Purpose: This study examines the role of Astan Quds Razavi in the protection and support of chil-
dren from the Safavid period to the end of the First Pahlavi era, and seeks to elucidate the various
types of supportive and educational services provided to children, as well as the degree to which
such services rely upon endowed revenues and the policy orientations of the custodial authorities.

Method and Research Design: Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this research system-
atically examines historical documents and extant records housed in the archives of Astan Quds
Razavi. Data were collected and interpreted through rigorous archival analysis, administrative

reports, and corroborating historical evidence.

Finding and Conclusion: The results indicate that from the Safavid period onward, the education
of orphans, particularly those of Sayyid lineage, was funded through endowments dedicated to
the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza. During the Qajar period, in addition to the continued provision
of education, the care of abandoned infants also received attention, and specific personnel were
appointed within the shrine for this purpose. In the early years of the First Pahlavi period, these
efforts continued in a more organized and institutionalized form with the establishment of the
"Razavi Orphanage" (Parvareshgah-e Razavi). The findings suggest that the supportive services of
Astan Quds Razavi resulted from the interaction between the charitable intentions of benefactors,
who allocated endowments to philanthropic causes, and the proactive agency of the trustees in
responding to the social needs of each era—a dynamic that led to the sustainability and institu-
tionalization of support for vulnerable children.
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Introduction

The history of childhood in Iran, especially with regard to mechanisms of social support,
has perennially been shaped by broader processes of social transformation. As the country
transitioned toward the contemporary era, increasing attention was devoted to children
across multiple domains, including education, health, welfare, and the expansion of social
rights. Within this context, the role of non-governmental institutions warrants particular
consideration. Focusing on Astan Quds Razavi, the present study seeks to elucidate both
the extent and the patterns of allocation of the institution's endowed revenues to child-
related matters from the Safavid period through the end of the First Pahlavi dynasty.
Accordingly, the main research question is what forms of educational and support services
did Astan Quds Razavi provide to children from the Safavid period through the end of the
First Pahlavi dynasty, and how did these services evolve and expand over time?

Two sub-questions are also posed: What role did the endowed revenues of Astan Quds
Razavi play in securing financial resources for child related services? To what extent did
the custodial authorities (mutawallis) of Astan Quds Razavi contribute to the emergence,
development, or reconfiguration of educational and support services for children?

The research hypothesis is that the support extended by Astan Quds Razavi to children
from the Safavid period through the early Pahlavi era stemmed from the interplay of two
principal factors: first, the charitable intentions of benefactors in designating endowments
for philanthropic purposes; and second, the proactive agency of the custodial authorities in
expanding social services in response to the prevailing needs of each historical period. Col-
lectively, these factors underpinned the continuity and institutionalization of this religious

institution's role in the protection of vulnerable children.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, grounded in the study and system-
atic analysis of historical documents held by Astan Quds Razavi. The documentary corpus
consists of records preserved in the Astan Quds Documents Center. Documents dating
from the Safavid period pertain to the orphan school (maktabkhaneh-yi aytam) and a spe-
cific case concerning the payment of an allowance to which the child of a shrine guardian

was entitled. The largest proportion of documents belongs to the Qajar period, primarily
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addressing expenditures related to the Sadat Orphan School, including teachers’ salaries as
well as the costs of clothing and food provisions for children. Additional documents from
the Qajar and Pahlavi periods concern the care of abandoned infants and the associated
expenses, along with records of child burials within the shrine precinct. Documents per-
taining to children from the early Pahlavi period are notably more comprehensive in scope
and provide more precise specifications regarding the measures undertaken on behalf of

children.

Results and Discussion

Examination of the documents reveals that, in addition to administering the Holy Shrine
and attending to the needs of pilgrims, Astan Quds Razavi also provided various other
services in accordance with the stipulations and intentions of benefactors (wagifs). The
fulfillment of these responsibilities led to the expansion of the administrative apparatus
of Astan Quds Razavi in terms of both the type and manner of service provision, and it
underwent transformation in each historical period in response to societal needs and the
policies of the custodial authorities. As we move closer to the contemporary era, these
services assumed an increasingly formal and organized character, and consequently, new
institutions emerged from them, each playing a significant role in the intellectual, cultural,
and economic development of the city of Mashhad.

On the basis of the intentions of benefactors and within the framework of the policies
of its custodial authorities, Astan Quds Razavi has consistently demonstrated particular
solicitude toward the support of children, especially among the underprivileged classes
and pilgrims.

1. Short-term support, including ad hoc financial and welfare assistance, responses to pil-
grims’ requests, and aid to needy Iranian and non-Iranian children.

2. Long-term support, including educational, training, and care programs for unaccompa-

nied and orphaned children.

Conclusion
the services provided by Astan Quds Razavi to children were primarily directed toward or-

phans, spanning from infancy to adulthood. The foundation of these efforts was laid under

-
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Shah Tahmasp, who established schools in parts of Iran and supported orphans. Endow-
ments subsequently ensured continuity through the allocation of charitable funds, leading
to the establishment of schools—particularly for orphaned Sadat—that not only provided
formal education but also addressed basic needs such as clothing, food, and stationery.
Alongside educational services, the presence of street children necessitated dedicated care
facilities. Initially, the Dar al-Shifa served this purpose, with specific positions created for
childcare. As the number of street children grew and municipal budgets proved insuffi-
cient, Astan Quds founded the Razavi Orphanage, which improved children's health and
welfare and established the institution as a leading caretaker of orphans in Mashhad and
surrounding areas.

The role of trustees in implementing benefactors' intentions was also significant. Some
allocated budgets for school operations and infant care; others responded favorably to
pilgrims' requests for financial support of orphans, or expanded schools and enhanced
their quality. However, the majority of services were dedicated to boys, suggesting that the
institution long viewed education as a primarily male concern, while support for girls re-
mained largely limited to subsistence and welfare. Only during the First Pahlavi period did
girls' education receive attention, and in its final years, vocational training and job creation
for post pubertal orphans were emphasized, indicating a more targeted, phased approach.
Overall, the services of Astan Quds Razavi to children constitute an important chapter in
the history of childhood in Iran. They demonstrate the institution's social and charitable
responsibility; the crucial role of endowments, and the active agency of trustees. These
measures reflect the institutionalized, continuous organization of child support—atten-
tive to educational, livelihood, and vocational dimensions—and underscore Astan Quds's
leading role in orphan education and upbringing in Mashhad and neighboring regions.
This dual structure reveals the interconnection between the endowment system and social
welfare policy at an institution that, over centuries, transcended the purely religious sphere

to advance social justice, child education, and cultural development.
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English translation of references
Documents
Documents held in Markaz-e Asnad-e Astin-e Qods-e Razavi (Sakmaq) (The or-
ganization of Libraries, Museums and Documents Center of Astane Qudse
Razavi: 34968-35615-22799-31830-18989-99632-65975-99632-42527-19021-
8809914581-44164-18964-138864, 94934-14475-20807. [In Persian]
“Surat-e mowqufat-e Arz-e Aqdas” (List of Arz Aqdas Endowments), No. 6171,
Ketabxaneh-ye Melli-ye Malek (Malek National Library and Museum Institu-

tion). [In Persian]

Books

Afzal al-Molk Kermani, Mirza Gholamhossein. (1389/2010). “Zafar-name-ye ‘Azodi
(zad ol-mosafer)” (The victorious book of ‘azod [provision for the traveler]). Ed-
ited by Mohammadreza Ghassabian. Maghad: Ansar. [In Persian]

Atarodi, Azizollah. (1371/1992). “Tarix-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi” (The history of
Astan-e Qods-e Razavi) (vols. 1 & 2). Tehran: Atarod. [In Persian]

Ehtesham Kavianyani, Mohammad. (1354/1975). “Sams o$-Somiis yi tarix-e Astin-e
Qods” (The sun of suns or the history of the holy shrine). n.p.: Edare-ye Koll-e
Farhang va Honar-e Xorasan. [In Persian]

Eskandar Beig Torkaman. (1390/2011). “Tarix-e ‘alam-ara-ye ‘Abbasi” (The world-
adorned history of Abbasi) (vol. 1). Edited by Farid Moradi. Tehran: Negah. [In
Persian]

Fazel Bastami, & Nowrouz Ali. (1393/2014). “Ferdows ot-tavarix” (The paradise
of histories). Edited by Hamid Seyyedi et al. Mashad: Bonyad-e Pazuhe$-ha-ye
Eslami-ye Astan-e Qods-e Razavi (Astan Quds Razavi Islamic Research Founda-
tion). [In Persian]

Ghomi, Ghazi Ahmad ibn Sharaf Ad-Din Hosseini. (1394/2015). “Xolasat ot-
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tavarix” (The epitome of histories) (3rd ed.). Edited by Ehsan Eshraghi. Tehran:
Danesgah-e Tehran (University of Tehran). [In Persian]

Jahanpour, Fatemeh. (1387/2008). “Tarixce-ye maktab-xane-ha va madares-e qadim-
e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi” (A brief history of old traditional schools and schools
of Astan-e Qods-e Razavi). Maghad: Ketab-xaneh-ye Astan-e Qods-e Razavi. [In
Persian|

Mahboub Farimani, Elaheh & Talayi, Zahra. (1400/2021). “Gozide-ye asnad-e hozur-e
zanan dar Astan-e Qods-e Razavi” (A selection of documents on the presence of
women in Astan-e Qods-e Razavi). Maghad: Sazman-e Ketabxaneh-ha, Muze-ha
va Markaz-e Asnad-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi. [In Persian]

Modarres Razavi, Mohammad Taghi et al. (1386/2007). “Mashad dar aqaz-e qarn-e
14 (Maktab-e Sihpiir)” (Mashhad at the beginning of the 14th century [Shahpur
school]). Edited by Mehdi Seyyedi. Mashad: Dane$gah-e Ferdowsi-ye Mashad
(Ferdowsi University of Mashhad). [In Persian]

Mo'taman, Ali. (1348/1969). “Tarix-e Astan-e Qods” (The history of Astan Qods).
Mashad: n. p. [In Persian]

Mo'tamed os-Soltan Mirza Esmaeel Khan Hamedani. (2017). “Asar or-razaviyyeh”
(The Razavi works). Edited by Tomoko Morigawa & Christopher Werner. Tokyo:
Danesgah-e Tokyo (University of Tokyo). [In Persian]

Naghdi, Reza. (1399/2020). “Tarix va taskilat-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi dar ‘asr-e
Qajar” (The history and organization of Astan-e Qods-e Razavi in the Qajar era).
Mashad: Bonyad-e Pazuhesha-ye Eslami (Astan Quds Razavi Islamic Research
Foundation). [In Persian]

Najafzadeh, Ali. (1403/2024). “RuzSomir-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi bar asas-e
matbu’at-e Xorasan” (Daily chronicle of Astan-e Qods-e Razavi based on Kho-
rasan’s press) (vol. 1). Mashad: Bonyad-e Pazuhe$ha-ye Eslami (Astan Quds Raza-
vi Islamic Research Foundation). [In Persian|

Seyyed Qotbi, Seyyed Mehdi. (1401/2022). “Axbar-e Xorasan dar matbu’at-e dore-ye
Qajar” (The news of Khorasan in the press of the Qajar period). Qom: Majma’-e

Zaxayer-e Eslami. [In Persian]
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Newspapers

Ruzname-ye Adab, Year 1, issue no. 44, 9 Rajab 1319 AH / October 22, 1901. [In
Persian]

Ruzname-ye Iran-e No, Year 1, issue no. 188, Rabi’ al-Thani 1328 AH / April 12, 1910.
[In Persian]

Ruznime-ye Cehreh Nama, Year 2, issue no. 4, 20 Ramazan 1323 AH / November 18,
1905. [In Persian]

Ruznime-ye Tus, Year 1, issue no. 58, 19 Saban 1328 AH / August 26, 1910. [In Per-

sian]

Articles

Majedi, Hossein. (1393/2014). “Bimarestdn-e Emam RezA” (Imam Reza Hospital).
In Dayerat ol-ma’aref-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi (Encyclopedia of Astan Quds
Razavi) (vol. 1). Mashad: Bonyad-e Pazuhes-ha-ye Eslami (Astan Quds Razavi
Islamic Research Foundation). [In Persian]

Mousavi Bojnordi, Mohammad. (1382/2004). “Barresi-ye mathum va me’yar-e kudaki
dar tafakkor-e eslami va qavanin-e Iran baraye bahremandi az hoquq-e marb-
uteh” (An examination of the concept and criteria of childhood in Islamic thought
and Iranian laws for enjoying related rights). PaZuhesname-ye Matin (Matin Re-
search Journal), 5(21), Esfand 1382 / March 2004, pp. 27-60. [In Persian]

Rahmanian, Daryoush; & Hatami, Zahra. (1393/2014). “Kudaki va tajaddod dar
dore-ye Reza Sah” (Childhood and modernity during the reign of Reza Shah).
Faslname-ye Motale’at-e Tarix-e Farhangi (Cultural History Studies), Year 5,

No. 20, pp. 61-84. [In Persian]
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