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Abstract

Purpose:Documentary historiography holds significant importance in crafting a more precise narrative
of historical propositions; the newly discovered ‘Report of the Foreign Ministry Agent on the Looting of
Ardabil in 1327 AH’ serves as a primary source, facilitating a detailed analysis of this event and its conse-
quences, thereby contributing to the micro-historical understanding of the Constitutional Era. Therefore,
the Purpose of the present study is to investigate the looting of Ardabil in 1327 AH and its consequences
based on the report of the Foreign Ministry Agent.

Method and Research Design: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the docu-
ment text and library sources.

Findings and Conclusion: The document provides new evidence regarding the roles of local actors and the
economic and social consequences of the looting of Ardabil. According to the document’s account, Russian
obstructionism, the halt of government forces in Sarab, and the flight of Sattar Khan led to the collapse of
Ardabils resistance. Following the entry of royalist forces, the city’s inhabitants endured severe economic
repercussions, including the destruction of markets and surrounding villages, loss of capital, reduced in-
come from passport issuance, and migration of the workforce to Baku. The social ramifications persisted
for an extended period, encompassing damage to neighborhoods, homes, and sacred shrines, murder,
looting, torture, widespread poverty, insecurity, homelessness, loss of family guardians, and the dominance

of Russia and Armenians over the city.
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Introduction

Documentary historiography plays a pivotal role in refining the precision of histori-
cal narratives. Documents, crafted in direct response to contemporary exigencies and
embedded within the contextual milieu of events, provide a granular reflection of oc-
currences. The Constitutional era stands as a critical juncture in Iranian documentary
historiography, offering invaluable insights into the micro-history of this period. The
document entitled "Report of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Agent on the Plunder of
Ardabil in 1327 AH" exemplifies such primary sources. Ardabil's strategic proximity to
Russia, coupled with pervasive Russian influence, the extensive deployment of tribal
forces aligned with Mohammad Ali Shah's absolutist regime, and the central govern-
ment's inadequate governance, transformed the region into a theater of intense clashes
between pro- and anti-Constitutionalist factions, inflicting profound suffering on its
populace. This detailed report, submitted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs agent—an
eyewitness to the events—to the Second National Consultative Assembly (1327-1329
AH)), chronicles the siege and plunder of Ardabil in 1327 AH orchestrated by Rahim
Khan Chalabianlu (d. 1329 AH). This pivotal incident, etched in the collective memory
of the region's inhabitants as the "Plunder of Ardabil," endured as a temporal bench-
mark, often referred to as the "Chapqun Year" or "Year of Plunder." The report eluci-
dates how the incursion of tribal forces precipitated acute antagonistic confrontations
between nomadic and urban populations, culminating in profound political, social, and
economic instability. Through a close analysis of this document, the present article aims

to illuminate hitherto underexplored facets of this historical episode.

Materials & Methods
This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, grounded in the textual analysis of

the primary document supplemented by archival and library sources.

Discussion & Result
The inaction of Mokhber al-Saltaneh in response to telegrams from Ardabil, the stag-
nation of government reinforcements in Sarab, Sattar Khan's retreat, and Russian in-

terference collectively precipitated the collapse of popular resistance in Ardabil. The
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subsequent entry of pro-monarchy forces unleashed catastrophic devastation upon the
city. Residents endured extensive casualties and material losses, encompassing homi-
cide, looting, and torture. Markets, residential quarters, domiciles, and sacred shrines
sustained severe destruction. Long-term consequences included widespread poverty,
chronic insecurity, homelessness, orphaned households, Russian hegemony over the
city, capital depletion, urban and rural ruin, and labor migration to Baku—effects that

lingered profoundly in the region.

Conclusion

Analysis of this document demonstrates that a tribal coalition spanning from Qara
Dagh to Khalkhal, led by Rahim Khan Chalabianlu, Mokhber al-Saltaneh's delayed
response to Ardabil's telegrams, Sattar Khan's flight with his associates, the immobil-
ity of dispatched government troops in Sarab and Namin without timely interven-
tion, Mohammad Ali Shah's indirect supervision of the besiegers, and Russian sabotage
collectively undermined the resistance front in Ardabil. Following the monarchy de-
fenders' entry, the populace suffered nearly a month of egregious atrocities, including
indignities, killings, plunder, and torture. Substantial segments of the city—particularly
bazaars, neighborhoods, public and religious sites, and private residences—incurred ex-
tensive damage and systematic looting. Despite the event's domestic and international
reverberations, authorities in Tabriz and Tehran, alongside prominent Constitutionalist
figures, exhibited no resolute intervention. As narrated in the document, the incident
engendered enduring ramifications: intensified poverty, terror, and insecurity; mass
homelessness and familial disruption; unequivocal Russian and Armenian control over
the city; demoralization of the populace; eradication of financial capital; devastation of
peripheral villages; and seasonal labor exodus to Baku amid impending winter. These

outcomes underscore the profound and tragic depth of this calamity.
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