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Abstract

The objective of this paper is to explore the status and characteristics of research conducted in
the field of archives as reflected in the postgraduate theses in archival studies at Iranian public
universities.

Method and Research Design: The nature of this applied research is systematic review according
to the PRISMA guideline. The statistical population in this study includes all defended theses in
archival studies at public universities in Iran. Data collection was done using the PRISMA check-
list. Data analysis was performed in Excel and using MAXQDA software. Qualitative data were
analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding techniques.

Findings and Conclusion: In the field of archival studies, 119 theses were found. Of these, 88.3%
were by female and 11.7% by male students. The most recurring themes were related to “Na-
tional Archives of Iran” (n=33), “Digital Archives” (n=21), and “Archival Standards” (n=19). The
main research population targeted was comprised of experts and practitioners in the field of ar-
chives (40.7%). The most widely used data-collection tools were questionnaires (44.1%), checklists
(25.9%), and interviews (20.1%). Quantitative approaches were dominant, while qualitative con-
tent analysis yielded 111 concepts. The findings highlight an over-emphasis on historical themes
and call for increased interest in newly emerged topics, pluralism in methodology, and policy-
making coordination for conceptual unification in archival research carried out in Iran.

Keywords: Archival Studies; Theses; Systematic Review; PRISMA; Iran; Gender Distribution; Re-
search Trends.
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Introduction

The present research is a systematic analysis of the trends, patterns, and characteristics
of research in the field of archives in Iran through postgraduate theses (master's and
doctorate) defended in archival studies-related programs at Iranian public universities.
It intends to determine dominant topics, methodological preferences, demographic
patterns, research populations, data-collection instruments, and existing gaps in
research in order to convey the overall picture of archival scholarship in Iran since its

establishment as an academic discipline.

Materials and Methods

This applied research is based on a systematic review methodology that follows the
PRISMA guideline. The study population includes all theses and dissertations explicitly
related to archives that have been defended at public Iranian universities affiliated with
the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology. The theses were collected from
the IranDoc (Ganj) national database, as well as the central library repositories of the
universities in question (searched in March 2025). Keywords used included terms
like “archive,” “archival,” “arrangement and description,” “oral history,” “records,” and
“archival studies” After applying the inclusion criteria of only having relevant topics
and being defended at a public university, 119 theses were included in the final analysis,
including 115 master’s and 4 doctoral theses. Quantitative data were analyzed in

Microsoft Excel using descriptive statistics, while the findings sections were analyzed

qualitatively with MAXQDA using open, axial, and selective coding techniques.

Results and Discussion

A total of 119 theses were identified, spanning from 1344-1403 (1965-2024 CE).
Gender distribution showed a striking dominance of female authors: 105 theses
(88.3%) were written by women and 14 (11.7%) by men—a ratio of approximately
7.5:1. This imbalance is notably influenced by the establishment of dedicated archival
studies programs at the single-sex Al-Zahra University, which alone produced 66 theses
(55.46%). The University of Tehran contributed 30 theses (25.2%), with the remainder

distributed across other institutions.
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The most frequently investigated subjects were focused on traditional and institutional
areas:

National Archives of Iran (n=33, 27.7%)

Digital Archives (n=21, 17.6%)

Archival Standards (n=19, 16.0%).

Other topics, such as oral history, arrangement and description, appraisal and disposal,
preservation, and access, received considerably less coverage, reflecting a clear thematic
imbalance. The leading subject group in research was archival experts and practitioners,
with 57 theses or 40.7%, followed by archival centers with 19 theses or 13.5%, and
records as an object of study with 14 theses or 10%. Less represented groups included
students, historians, photographers, and artists.

Data-collection instruments showed a strong preference for quantitative tools, with
questionnaires used in 68 theses (44.1%), checklists in 40 (25.9%), and interviews in
31 (20.1%). Observation, library research, and data mining were rare (<3.8% each).
Quantitative approaches dominated methodologically, with 82 theses (70.1% of
classifiable cases) being quantitative, 15 (12.8%) qualitative, and 20 (17.1%) mixed-
methods. Among quantitative projects, the survey method was nearly universal,
employed in 74 cases. This heavy reliance on survey-based research contrasts with
international archival studies, where content analysis, historical methods, and case
studies are more in evidence.

Qualitative analysis across all 119 theses produced 642 open codes, reduced to 331
axial codes and finally 111 selective concepts organized into 10 thematic categories. The
high degree of conceptual dispersion suggests a limited theoretical convergence and
weak cumulative knowledge-building in Iranian archival scholarship. Temporal trends
indicated negligible output before the late 2000s (1380s), with production increasing
following the establishment of archival studies programs and peaking at 15 theses in
2017-2018 (1396). This study is bound within the scope of public universities and
accessible theses, hence excluding private universities such as Islamic Azad University,
and also embargoed works. Another limiting factor is the small number of doctoral

dissertations that were available for review, n=4; this factors into a limitation in what can
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be known about advanced research trajectories. Given the relatively recent emergence
of archival studies in Iran, primarily since the 2010s/1390s, the overall volume is modest

compared with more established disciplines.

Conclusions

The findings indicate the requirement for deliberate policy interventions that would
cause a diversification of research topics, methodological pluralism, and a reduction in
conceptual fragmentation. Recommendations include: setting up a national committee
for annual thesis review and integration of results into archival policy; research grant calls
to focus on under-researched areas like oral history, appraisal, arrangement/description,
and preservation; encouraging mixed-methods and qualitative approaches by targeted
training workshops; international comparative research and joint conferences to align
Iranian Archival scholarship with global developments; promotion of the systematic
use of qualitative analysis software (e.g., MAXQDA) in order to increase conceptual

convergence in future theses.
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