L 4

(RANJINE-YE
ASNAD

Historical Research &
Archival Studies Quarterly

2

Research paper

1.Associate Professor, Department of
History, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra
University, Tehran, L. R. Iran. (Corre-
sponding Author)

fasihi@alzahra.ac.ir

2. PhD in Iranian Islamic History,
Department of History, Faculty of
Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran,
L R. Iran.
atefeh_farahani1990@yahoo.com
Copyright © 2025, NLAI (National
Library & Archives of I. R. Tran). This
is an Open Access article distributed
under the terms of the Creative Com-
mons Attribution 4.0 International,
which permits others to download this
work, share it with others and adapt
the material for any purpose.

Struggles of the Assyrian-Chaldean Minority for the Right
to Representation in the Twenty-Fourth Term of the

National Assembly: From Denial to Recognition
Simin Fasihi' | Atefeh Horabadi Farahani’

Abstract

Purpose: The present study focuses on the deprivation of the Assyrian-Chaldean community
from the right to independent parliamentary representation and the process in which they finally
acquired this right.

Method and Research Design: In the present study, the historical-analytical method will be used,
relying on the minutes of the National Consultative Assembly and archival documents.

Findings and Conclusion: The findings indicate that from the beginning of the Constitutional
era, the Assyrian-Chaldeans were legally grouped with the Armenians and shared a common
representative. Their efforts to obtain an independent seat in parliament unfolded in successive
stages. Unlike other religious minorities, they were entirely denied the right to an independent
representative during the Constitutional period. Their attempts were later obstructed by the na-
tionalist ideology of the Reza Shah era. Finally, with the post-World War II rise of human rights
concerns and changes in the electoral system, they succeeded in securing an independent seat in
the twenty-first parliament. This trajectory illustrates how a minority mobilized its agency to rede-
fine its position within the Iranian nation-state, shaped by the interplay between domestic political

dynamics and emerging international norms.
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Introduction

No independent research has yet examined the status of the Assyrian-Chaldean
minority in the National Assembly or the process through which they acquired their
right to representation. Existing studies have focused primarily on their educational
and cultural activities or their role in World War 1. Justin Salibi offers a broad and
concise overview of this community in Assyrian and Chaldean Iranians (2003). Sirvan
Khosrowzadeh’s The Endless Path: A Look at the History of the Assyrians in World War
I (2018) investigates the community’s situation during the war. The article “American
Missionaries and Activities Among the Nestorians of Urmia and Its Surrounding
Villages (1835-1843 CE/1251-1259 AH)” (2016) by Musa Khamoshi and Hamid
Hajianpour discusses American missionary activity among the Assyrian Nestorians.
Parastu Mozaffari, in “The Formation of French Schools in Sanandaj in the Late Qajar
Era (1310-1331 AH): Functions and Reactions” (1400), examines the presence of the
French among the Assyrians and their establishment of schools. Hassan Zandiyeh
and Mohammad Hossein Jalili Qara-Aghaji, in their article “The Dream of Realizing
the Land of Assyria” (1400), explore the issue of the attempted independence of the
Assyrians west of Lake Urmia and their cooperation with the Jils and the Russians.
With respect to the Jils, it should be noted that they were one of the six tribes of the
Nestorian confederation (Khosrowzadeh, 2018, p. 41). Adam Becker’s Revival and
Awakening: American Evangelical Missionaries in Iran and the Origins of Assyrian
Nationalism (2015) also highlights the impact of American missionary activity on the
political and social consciousness of Iranian Assyrians.

Notwithstanding such contributions, a major gap exists with regard to the position of
the Assyrian-Chaldean minority in the National Assembly. The following study thus
endeavors to investigate their situation within the Assembly and explore their efforts
as they moved from the denial of their right to independent representation and their
subordination to the Armenians during the Constitutional era to their recognition as an
independent religious minority with the right to their own parliamentary representative

during the second Pahlavi period.
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Materials and Methods

This research applies a historical-analytical approach based on the minutes of the
National Assembly and related documents. It seeks to answer two main questions:
why the Assyrian-Chaldeans were deprived of an independent representative in the
Assembly, and via what process they came to attain this right. It appears that their
deprivation had its roots in deficiencies with early constitutional legal texts, failures to
recognize ethno-religious differences among Christian minorities, and the nationalist
ideology dominant through the Pahlavi period. In contrast, however, the post-World
War II human rights discourses and reforms in the electoral system provided the

conditions for this minority eventually to secure an independent parliamentary seat.

Result and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the Assyrian-Chaldeans were subordinated to the
Armenians from the beginning of the Constitutional era onwards, sharing a single
representative. Their struggle to obtain an independent parliamentary seat developed
in successive stages. Unlike other religious minorities, they were completely denied
independent representation during the course of the Constitutional era. Their attempts
during the Reza Shah era were also doomed to failure as a result of dominant nationalist
policies. Only with the rise of human rights concerns after World War II and changes
in the electoral system did they win an independent seat in the twenty-first parliament.
This indicates the ability of a small minority to negotiate and redefine its political
standing within the context of the modern Iranian nation-state, which was shaped in

interaction between internal political forces and international norms.

Conclusion

The tortuous path followed by the Assyrian-Chaldeans to win an independent
representative seat in the National Consultative Assembly shows that domestic legal
reforms alone would not have achieved this result. Rather, it was the point at which
three fundamental forces intersected: the inherent deficiencies of the constitutional legal
framework in recognizing ethno-religious multiplicity; the homogenizing nationalist

ideology of the Reza Shah era; and the entry of human rights discourse into Iranian
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political life after World War II. Their efforts unfolded in three distinct phases. The first
coincided with the Constitutional era during which their identity was legally denied.
The second, under Reza Shah, further entrenched it through his nationalist policy. The
third emerged after World War II when a new set of international dynamics and the
increasing salience of human rights provided for reforms in the electoral system that
made it possible for the Assyrian-Chaldeans to secure an independent parliamentary
seat. In this third phase, the decisive factor is external forces, as human rights discourse
gave the movement a new source of legitimacy outside the perimeter of Iranian
nationalism. Ultimately, gaining an independent representative seat meant something
more than an electoral success; it was an official recognition of the political agency of
a minority, the identity of which had been long ignored. This was a proof that, amidst
formidable obstacles, a minority community could make space for its specific political

identity within the unified structure of the modern Iranian nation-state.
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