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Reflection and Reconsideration on the Custodianship

of the Endowments of the Jame' Mosque of Zanjan

Hasan Rostami'

Abstract

Purpose: Following the construction of the Jame Mosque of Zanjan during the Qajar era, the
management of its endowments was left to ‘Abdullah Dara, while its custodianship was given to
Sayyid Muhammad Mujtahid Husayni. After their deaths, their descendants had a long contro-
versy over the custodianship, with the Dara family attempting to seize control and the Husayni
family attempting to keep it within their household. The paper, while elaborating on the contro-
versies among the claimant groups and examining the accompanying conflicts and crises, poses
the fundamental question of which family and individuals rightfully had custodianship of the

profitable endowments of the Jame Mosque of Zanjan.

Method and Research Design: The article's research method is historical research, conducted
through a library-based approach and founded on documents in governmental, private, personal,
and Zanjani family archives, with a descriptive-analytical model being utilized to investigate the

subject.

Findings and Conclusion: After careful examination of the documents of the families feign-
ing custodianship of the Jame Mosque, the waqf deed of the Dara family—preserved by the
offspring of one of the previous stewards named Damadi—is proved to be forged. In contrast,
several waqf deeds of the Husayni Zanjani family, as custodians and Friday prayer leaders of the
mosque, are proven valid. According to the results, in three instances, rulings of the Department
for Wagf Research and the Committee for the Review of the Jame ' Mosque's Endowment Docu-
ments under the Pahlavi regime (Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah) and in the early post-
revolutionary period confirmed the hereditary guardianship of the Husayni Zanjan1 family over

the endowments of the mosque.
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Introduction:

Congregational mosques (masajid jame") have not only religious but also been sig-
nificant centers of teaching religious sciences since the Islamic period. The founders of
these institutions, with the aim of sustaining the teachers and students and preventing
structural decay, generally endowed them with vast waqf properties. The endowments
were done with the aim of giving continuity to religious education and mosque mainte-
nance. The Jame ' Mosque of Zanjan was constructed under the reign of Fath-All Shah
Qajar by Prince ‘Abdullah Mirza Dara, the governor of the Khamsa region, who also
established a madrasa for the education of theological students. In view of the mosque's
dimensions and its educational mission, deserving endowments—like two villages and
some business buildings close to the mosque—were assigned. Guardianship of these
properties was entrusted to Prince ‘Abdullah Mirza Dara, and custodianship (tawli-
yat) in those of Sayyid Muhammad Mujtahid Sardant. During the first decades of the
mosque, no disputes over the endowments were recorded. But following the death of
the initial overseers and custodians, their heirs became embroiled in prolonged conflict
over control of the waqf properties.

The Dara family argued that, according to the first waqf deed, custodianship after Sayy-
id Muhammad Sardani was to be transferred—by the appointment of a supervisor—to
one of the prominent scholars of Zanjan. The Husayni family, on the basis of inherited
documents and tradition, argued that custodianship was to remain within their family
and pass to the eldest and most senior member of Sayyid SardanT's descendants. The
large revenues of these endowments propelled the rivalry, attracting other social groups
who aligned themselves with either family for their own purposes. The struggle, which
passed through periods of intensification and relative calm, persisted from the Naser1
era until after the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

This paper examines the dispute's historical background, the legal and family argu-
ments of the contesting parties, and the broader socio-political dynamics involved. It
seeks, ultimately, to resolve the paramount question: Who, by historical record and
legal convention, held rightful guardianship over the Jame® Mosque of Zanjan's en-

dowments?
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Materials and Methods

This study has pursued a historical research methodology with a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying primarily on archival and documentary sources. The initial phase of
data collection involved in-depth study of family archives of prominent Zanjani fami-
lies. Thousands of documents—particularly those concerning the family of the Friday
prayer leader (imam-jum‘a), as well as objects preserved in the Mehraneh Museum
of Zanjan and other family collections—were examined systematically. These papers
range from the Qajar period to the recent decades and reflect various forms of involve-
ment, influence, and participation in the affairs of the Jame* Mosque of Zanjan. Fol-
lowing the preliminary archival reconnaissance, the relevant materials were extracted
and inventororied by copious note-taking and thematic indexing. The research was
subsequently supplemented by drawing on official government agency documents,
published journals, books, and scholarly articles addressing the mosque's historical,
legal, and social dimensions.

The design of the research is qualitative and documentary in nature. It draws on pri-
mary sources found in public and private archives, including government offices, local
institutions, and personal collections. Triangulation of sources was given emphasis to
ensure historical accuracy and interpretive nuance. By integrating data from various
repositories and cross-referencing familial claims with institutional records, the study
aims to trace the genealogical, legal, and administrative trajectories of guardianship
over the mosque's endowments. In doing this, it enables a nuanced understanding of
the socio-political processes at stake in the disputes and provides an evidence-based

basis for determining the legitimacy of competing claims.

Results and Discussion

There were no official records of illegal acquisition of custodianship, suspicious financial
activities, or questionable spending until the death of Prince ‘Abdullah Mirza Dara, the
first appointed supervisor, and Sayyid Muhammad Sardani, the first custodian of the
Jame* Mosque of Zanjan. This period appears to have been one of relative administra-

tive stability and transparency in the management of the mosque's endowed property.

-
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But when the second custodian, Mirza ‘Abd al-Wasi' Husayni Zanjani, passed away
in 1291 AH, and shortly thereafter the second supervisor, Muhsin Mirza Mirakhur,
passed away in 1292 AH, a disputed dispute among their offspring emerged over custo-
dianship of the endowments of the mosque. Several factors conspired to exacerbate this
dispute, including illness, educational obligations, geographical distance, and the appar-
ent failure of the current custodians—Mirza Abil al-Fada'il, the Friday prayer leader,
and his son Mirza Mahmiid Husayni Zanjani—to follow up on the mosque business.
These shortcomings were used as a pretext by the supervisors to attempt to challenge
the legitimacy of the Husayni family custodianship.

It seems that allegations of financial misconduct, particularly those leveled against
imams such as Mirza ‘Abd al-Wasi‘ by the Dara family, along with the considerable
material value of the endowments of the mosque—particularly in a relatively small city
such as Zanjan—moved various groups and individuals to attempt to gain custodian-
ship. With full awareness of the strategic and economic significance of these waqf assets,
each party sought to advance its interests by invoking available documentation and
asserting legal or familial claims. The goal was not merely symbolic; control over the
endowments offered tangible means to address personal and communal needs.

The disputes and rivalries persisted from the lifetime of Mirza Abii al-Fada’il through
the reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi. Each claimant, supported by followers and armed with
available documents, sought to legitimize their position and obtain custodianship. The
inauguration of the official Waqf Office of the Khamsa province was a turning point in
the conflict. The physical assault on Mir Mustafa, the then director of the Waqf Office,
and his flight to Tehran marked the profundity of the crisis and the institutional crisis
it embodied. Later, with Muhammad I'tizad RazanT's appointment as director of the
Department of Education and Endowments of Khamsa during the mid-Pahlavi era,
there was a more serious and concerted effort at investigating the state of the mosque's
endowments. This administrative intervention significantly affected the trajectory of
the custodianship dispute and led to the issuance of several decisions regarding rightful

management of the Jame* Mosque's wagf properties.
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Conclusion

A critical examination of the documentary record preserved by the families contesting
custodianship of the Jame* Mosque of Zanjan reveals fundamental defects in the waqf
documents attributed to the Dara family. The sole surviving copy of the waqf deed,
which is now in the possession of the descendants of one of the earlier stewards by the
name of Damadi, contains structural and legal defects that undermine its authentic-
ity. In contrast, some transcriptions of waqf deeds maintained by the Husayni Zanjan1
family—who have long been Friday prayer leaders and custodians of the mosque—
manifest greater textual coherence and adherence to standard legal conventions.

The contentious document in the Dara archive is not properly authenticated, with flaws
in the allocation of endowed expenditures and the use of an unauthenticated seal at-
tributed to the Friday prayer leader. These issues raise serious questions about its prov-
enance and legal status. Archival research confirms that the hereditary guardianship of
the Husayni Zanjani family was legally acknowledged on three separate occasions by
the Department of Wagqf Investigations and the Committee for Endowment Document
Review. These rulings—issued under the periods of Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza
Shah, as well as in the immediate post-revolutionary period—confirm the Husayni
family's argument and, in effect, destroy the probative value of the Dara family's con-

tentious deed.

—
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Abstract

Purpose: This study seeks to examine the role of the international exhibitions of Iranian art and crafts held in London
(1931) and Leningrad (1935) in promoting Iranian art and civilization and in advancing the global status of Iranian
studies. It aims to analyze and evaluate the impact of these exhibitions on enhancing Irans cultural and international
position. These events offered a unique opportunity for invaluable historical artifacts from major Iranian collec-
tions—such as those of the Golestan Palace, Astan Quds Razavi, the Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh, the Sheikh Safi
al-Din Ardabili Complex, and the Museum of Maaref—to be displayed for the first time before international scholars,
artists, and audiences. All items were temporarily loaned abroad and subsequently returned to Iran upon the exhibi-

tions conclusion.

Method and Research Design: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in historical docu-

ments and archival materials.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that, during the Pahlavi era, the Iranian government—aligned with
the intellectual and elite class—sought to project an image of a modernized nation and to strengthen its cultural and
international identity. Participation in such exhibitions not only facilitated cultural interaction but also contributed to
the improvement of diplomatic relations. Iran effectively utilized this historic opportunity to showcase a wide range
of its artistic and historical treasures to a global audience. Historical evidence demonstrates that these exhibitions sig-
nificantly shaped positive perceptions of Iranian culture and civilization at the international level. Moreover, scholarly

and cultural reactions from around the world acknowledged the authenticity and artistic value of Iranian heritage.
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Introduction

In the modern era, international exhibitions have served—and continue to serve—as
vital platforms for cultural exchange and the presentation of civilizations. Originating
in the mid-nineteenth century, world exhibitions have involved the participation of
numerous nations and aimed to display selected material and immaterial achievements
within a shared venue. The idea of these exhibitions emerged as a byproduct of the
Industrial Revolution, with objectives encompassing the presentation of national in-
novations, the strengthening of political and economic relations, and the fostering of
intercultural understanding. Their deep influence on culture, art, and cross-cultural
communication among nations remains undeniable.

The first modern world exhibition, held in London in 1851 CE (1267 AH), took place
during the height of industrial transformation. Although Iran had no official repre-
sentation, a section entitled Persia appeared among the exhibits of participating na-
tions. Encouraged by figures such as Hasan Ali Khan Garousi, Dust-Ali Khan Moayyer
al-Mamalek, E‘temad al-Saltaneh, and Mirza Hossein Khan Sepahsalar, Iran formally
participated for the first time in the 1867 (1283 AH) Paris Exhibition. This event pro-
vided Iran with an unprecedented opportunity to engage in an international forum and
eventually motivated Naser al-Din Shah to undertake his European tour in 1873 (1290
AH) . However, given Iran’s unstable political and economic conditions under the Qa-
jar dynasty, its participation in subsequent exhibitions remained limited.

With the establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty, more favorable conditions emerged for
Iran’s engagement in global exhibitions. The ruling elite, embracing the principles of
nationalism, antiquarianism, and modernism, sought to revive Iran’s past grandeur and
distinguish the identity of Pahlavi Iran from that of the Qajar period. The promotion
of “a new Iran” required active international recognition through enhanced political,
diplomatic, and cultural exchanges—particularly with Western nations. To this end,
extensive archaeological excavations were carried out through collaboration between
Iranian and Western scholars. These discoveries paved the way for Iran’s participation
in international congresses and exhibitions focusing on its history, culture, and civiliza-

tion. The Pahlavi government thus aimed to harness Iran’s artistic and historical herit-
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age to serve political, economic, social, and cultural purposes—especially by deepening
cultural engagement with Orientalists and strengthening diplomatic relations through
formal encounters.

In this context, Arthur Upham Pope, an advisor and expert from the Art Institute of
Chicago, with the approval of the Iranian government and the support of the Fine Arts
Society of New York University, organized the first International Congress and Exhibi-
tion of Iranian Art and Archaeology in 1926 at the Philadelphia Museum in Pennsyl-
vania. Pope and Seyyed Hassan Taqizadeh represented Iran at the event. The exhibited
works belonged primarily to museums, private collectors, and art dealers. Nevertheless,
the Philadelphia exhibition was less successful than later endeavors.

By contrast, the subsequent exhibitions held in London (1931) and Leningrad (1935)
were far more extensive and distinguished. In addition to the scale and diversity of the
displayed works and participating countries, a substantial portion of Iran’s most valu-
able artistic and historical artifacts were temporarily transferred abroad for exhibition.
This initiative represented one of the earliest and most significant international cultural
efforts undertaken by the Iranian government. Unlike previous participations, Iran this
time presented artifacts from its own national collections, encompassing works from
ancient, Islamic, and modern periods—all of which were officially documented and
returned after the exhibitions.

Based on historical and archival evidence, this study seeks to analyze the organization
and governmental role in these two major exhibitions and to assess their impact on

international perceptions of Iran and its cultural diplomacy.

Findings and Discussion

Archival evidence suggests that the Iranian government viewed these exhibitions as an
opportunity to present a new;, progressive image of Iran distinct from its Qajar past. For
the Pahlavi elite, the extensive international media coverage of these events was crucial
for constructing such an image. This required the careful selection, documentation,
and overseas transportation of Iran’s most exquisite historical and artistic artifacts, all of
which were later returned. The positive reception of these exhibitions in international

cultural and academic circles demonstrates their considerable contribution to enhanc-
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ing the global recognition of Iranian art and civilization. Beyond their cultural impact,
these exhibitions fostered closer political and even economic relations with participat-

ing nations, particularly the host countries.

Conclusion:

The exhibitions of Iranian art and crafts in London and Leningrad represent major
international cultural initiatives of the early Pahlavi period. Governmental planning,
together with relative political and economic stability, created a favorable environment
for such undertakings. Centralized authority and administrative efficiency enabled the
state to coordinate the temporary transfer of artworks from major historical collections.
These exhibitions allowed Iran to display its cultural and historical richness on the
world stage, consistent with the Pahlavi principles of nationalism, antiquarianism, and
modernism. They also served as catalysts for the institutionalization of cultural heritage
preservation and inspired the establishment of permanent museums—most notably,

the National Museum of Iran, the country’s first formal and enduring museum.
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3. Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.
4. Detroit Institute of Arts.

5. American Numismatic Society.

WY (o O5leds VP ¥ )l gl 788 YOl wliw/dionsS ||



05 los (s 32 9 Judkd
g o lolliulé

1. Edward Granville Browne.

2. Vladimir Fyodorovich Minorsky.
2. Basil Gray.

3. Reynold A. Nicholson.
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1. Mr. Langrigg.
2. Prof. Orbelli
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Abstract

Purpose: Over the years after World War I, this provision made the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
Iran's largest employer in the economy. A majority of these workers were recruited from regions
occupied by tribes or feudal-like landlord—peasant-controlled regions and were thus compelled
to adapt to the type of job in an industrial environment. The absence of protective legislation
and policies controlling labor during that period greatly increased the frequency and severity of
work-related accidents. Even so, during the 1930s (the solar Hijri calendar), these concerns were
gradually met by rules through the process of provident funds. Based on this background, this
current study tries to find the answer to the question: What were the causes behind the institution
of provident funds in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company?

Method and Research Design: This study uses a historical approach and draws on historical
records from the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

Findings and Conclusion: The central hypothesis of the current paper is that, although on the one
hand workers made demands on medical and social services from the company in the capacity of
their employer, on the other hand the emerging Iranian bureaucracy of the 1930s, within the in-
terwar context, was increasingly able to synchronize—albeit partially—with workers' claims. These
changes formed the backdrop for preparation and introduction of appropriate regulations. But the
company responded by implementing a discriminatory bylaw that restricted Iranian employees'
claims to a minimum level of benefits in the form of a provident fund, not addressing many of
their fundamental needs.
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INTRODUCTION: In the twentieth century, colonial powers' economic policies in the colonies
generally aimed at exporting and importing raw materials from the colonies. Masjed Soleyman,
the initial significant instance of colonial economic interest in Iran, was the site where oil had
been discovered. Unlike agriculture— indigenous social forms based, and large-scale community
participation involved—the oil industry was centralized, capital-oriented, and capitalized on im-
ported labor and technology. Its link with Iran's indigenous economy and society was thus tiny
and of a very different nature. Whereas other research so far has largely addressed the economic
and political implications of this circumstance in terms of the rentier state, the social dimensions
of oil production—particularly its impact on relations of labor and the social order beyond the
oilfields—are less researched. There is one aspect that has been ignored in relation to the position
of Iranian workers employed by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company in the south. Article 12 of the
D'Arcy Concession required the employment of Iranian citizens, while technical and manage-
ment positions continued to be occupied by foreign staff. This article caused constant negotia-
tions between the Iranian government and the Company since the conclusion of World War I on
improved employment and better terms of Iranian workers. They were thousands in number at
the beginning, increasing from some 2,000 in 1911 to more than 20,000 in 1928. Most of them
were drawn from rural and tribal sources and were forced to adapt to an industrial environment
without shelter or welfare laws. Although the Iranian government undertook many development
projects during the 1920s, it took no interest in safeguarding workers. Meanwhile, instead, the oil-
producing regions gradually witnessed the development of social welfare policies that in later dec-
ades would be modeled by state labor laws. This essay focuses on the origins of Provident Funds
in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company to demonstrate how the everyday lives of workers, job danger,
and emerging political-administrative conditions in Iran during the 1930s encouraged the institu-
tion of the country's first systematic welfare and protective provisions in the petroleum industry.
Past research has addressed class formation, labor discipline, recruitment, and industrial relations
in the Iranian oilfields and the built environment of Abadan and the Company's responses to
labor grievances. None, however, has examined the specific institution of Provident Funds or the

Company's code of employment.

METHODOLOGY: This study employs a historical research methodology based on archival
documents of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. To explain, it falls to the class mobilization ap-
proach to provide for the creation of social policy. According to this school of thought, social poli-
cies arise as political reactions to the spread of democracy and the rise of labor movements, phe-
nomena that marked late nineteenth and early twentieth-century Western Europe. Social security

systems thus arise nationally in a context of class conflict, industrialization, and urbanization.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION: The D'Arcy Concession's requirement of Iranian laborers eventu-
ally resulted in the creation of the largest workforce in Iran, with more than 60,000 by the early
twentieth century. In the period 1903 to 1908, few workers were hired, and they were mostly
brought in with the help of local tribal chiefs like Sheikh Khaz'al. The Company did not have
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direct communication with workers, and the payment and discipline of workers were handled by
local elites. Unaccustomed to industrial work, most of the laborers resigned at harvesting seasons
and thus caused severe dislocations. Following the 1908 oil discovery at Masjed Soleyman and
the Abadan refinery build-up, recruitment increased. Up to 2,000 Iranian workers were on site by
1911, although Indian and European staff took up technical positions. The government grumbled,
but the Company justified this on the basis of Iranian laborers' inavailability and lack of reliability.
However, some Iranian semi-skilled individuals were employed in blacksmithery, carpentry, and
repair shop. The onset of World War I and growing British demand for oil gave an instant boost to
the Iranian oil industry. Iranian workers increased more than tenfold to 21,000 between 1911 and
1928. Rising wages, free medical treatment, and good unemployment and famine relief across Iran
encouraged people to move to Khuzestan. To manage this diverse workforce, the Company had a
"Labor Department" with responsibility of recruitment, training, and wage administration. Mul-
tinational composition of workers created difficulties in pay, health, and safety concerns. Absence
of protection for labor and harsh climatic conditions led to round-the-clock agitations by workers.
Malaria, trachoma, and intestinal disease were prevalent, causing numerous fatalities. Originally,
the Company offered limited medical services to secure local cooperation, but the growing labor
force needed systematic healthcare facilities. Overcrowding, frequent accidents, and political con-
sciousness in post-constitutional Iran sensitized the workers to their rights. Sustained protests and
pressure from the government eventually prompted the Company to introduce Provident Funds
in 1926 to provide insurance and relief to Iranian workers. The outcome was enshrined in the
Regulations on Employment in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, the first official social protection
scheme for Iranian industrial workers. The Provident Funds not only offered health and welfare

services but also served as forerunners to Iran's later state-mandated labor welfare programs.

CONCLUSIONS: Regular workers' protests, government pressure, and organizational problems
because of the expanding labor force prompted the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company in the 1930s to
come up with an employment code settling workers' grievances by the means of Provident Funds.
Despite its discriminatory nature—that excluded the majority of unskilled Iranian workers from
pension benefits—and uneven enforcement by the Company, the code was a liberal move. In a
country where labor relations were still not centrally managed primarily through non-formal
agreements, this step encouraged the Iranian government to reciprocate with welfare actions. Be-
tween 1931 and 1943, the state initiated social welfare measures for non-oil workers on the pattern
of the Company’s Provident Funds, which finally led to the Workers' Insurance Law of 1943. This
trajectory suggests the formative influence of the labor legislation of the oil industry on Iran's
overall social policy development—a subject to be explored further.
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Latin Resources

Documents

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 72187, Angelo-persianoil.co.id To Eissa Khan, 2th
June 1924.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78723, Geo. B. Reynolds. Ahvaz, 27th June 1906.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, August 3rd, 1908.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, Sept. 4th, 1908.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, November 2th,

1908 Medical Report.

Book

Ferrier, Ronald W. (1982). The history of the British Petroleun Company, Volume 1:
The developing years, 1901-1932. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Lockhart, Laurence. (1938). The Record of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. LTD (1901-
1918). (Vol 1). London: Britannic House.

Mahdavy, Hosein. (1970). “The Patterns and problems of Economic Development in
Rentier States: the Case of Iran”. In (cook. M. A. (Ed). Studies in the Economic
History of Middle East. London: Oxford University press.

Najmabadi, Afsaneh. (1987). Land Reform and Social Change in Iran. Salt Lake City:
University of Utah Press.
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English Translation of References

Documents

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 72187, Angelo-persianoil.co.id To Eissa Khan, 2™
June 1924.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78723, Geo. B. Reynolds. Ahvaz, 27th June 1906.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, August 3rd, 1908.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, Sept. 4th, 1908.

British Petroleum CO: BP Archive: 78737, Camp Maidan-i-Naphtun, November 2nd,
1908 Medical Report.

Ketab-xaneh, Muze va Markaz-e Asnad-e Majles-e Sora-ye Eslami (Kemam) (Library,
Museum and Document Center of Iran Parliament):

Term 6, Box 15, Binder 13/1, Folder 75, “Sekdyat-e kargarin-e kompani-ye naft-e
Jjonub mabni bar ‘adam-e refah va hoquq-e haqqe-ye xod va era’e-ye pisnahad-
ha-yi baraye estefade az hoquq va mazaya marbut be kargaran be enzemam-e
name-ha-ye Hossein Ali Qontorati dar Sekayat az Kompani-ye naft-e jonub
mabni bar ijad-e xesarat be vey” (The workers’ complaint of the South Oil Com-
pany regarding their lack of welfare and their legitimate rights and submitting
proposals for using the rights and benefits related to workers, together with letters
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Abstract

Purpose: The primary aim of this research is to study and understand the social and histori-
cal dimensions of migrations caused by water scarcity and drought in the Sistan region during
the Second Pahlavi period, according to the National Archives and Library of Iran documents.
This study attempts to seek answers to the following questions: How did the water scarcity crisis
in Sistan during the Second Pahlavi regime transform from a natural phenomenon to a social
phenomenon and trigger mass migration? What were the contributions of state policies, local
institutions, and popular actions in this process? What are the mechanisms that resulted in failure

in managing this crisis?

Method and Research Design: This research has a descriptive-analytical and historical method,
relying principally on documents at the National Archives and Library of Iran. Library resources
pertaining to the subject matter were also utilized.

Findings and Conclusions: During the Second Pahlavi era, Sistan faced a water shortage crisis
because of the Helmand River diversion by Afghanistan and the ineffectiveness of government
policies. People blamed the government, seeing the water cuts as the result of official weakness and
inaction. The reasons were adverse climatic conditions, compulsory labor, loss of crop-growing
seasons, long-term interruption in the cultivation of crops because of water shortages, livelihood
difficulties caused by drought and lack of alternative farm activities, disagreements among na-
tional and local government leaders, shortage of money, inability to execute development plans
meant to expand irrigation systems, and disagreements among the inhabitants themselves. These
parameters cumulatively discouraged the development process in Sistan and caused migration

from this area.
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Introduction: Migration as a phenomenon occurs under particular circumstances for
the improvement of quantitative and qualitative aspects of life. The growth and devel-
opment of internal and external migration usually symbolizes the undesirability of the
majority of the parameters of human life at a specific period. Sistan during the Second
Pahlavi period is one of them, where the situation at that time deprived the locals of the
potential of further living in the region and forced them to emigrate. Most of Sistan's
population emigrated to the provinces of Yazd, Golestan, Kerman, and Khorasan. The
significant reason for this emigration could be governmental policies and administra-
tive plans.

Iran has pursued various policies on Sistan's water and Helmand River usage with the
goal of obtaining water shares based on Sistan's needs. However, such policies were
faced with practical limitations. The Helmand River originates in Afghanistan, and
the Afghan government has consequently achieved the right to control the use of the
river. Iranian policies were therefore more or less under the control of Afghan activities.
Afghan damming of the Helmand River exacerbated droughts and frustrated Iranian
policy success. This led to protests from the people of Sistan. Although occasional flows
of the river temporarily kept off the water shortage, no permanent solution was at-
tempted by the Iranian government. Natural droughts in the Helmand area also played
a part, although they were largely short-term in nature.

During the Second Pahlavi, Afghan involvement in the building of dams and water
transfer canals, and the utilization of water resources became more severe. Since the
mid-1920s, especially after World War II, these actions resulted in increased emigra-
tion from Sistan. Conversely, the Iranian government, following a policy of tolerance
and political adaptability during the Pahlavi era, refrained from taking action against
Afghanistan with a view to maintaining good-neighborly relations. As a result, poverty,
starvation, turmoil, local protests, and migration were some of the consequences of the
weakness and inaction of the Iranian government, both in negotiating with Afghani-
stan regarding water issues and in developing the necessary infrastructure to ensure
the welfare of Sistan residents. Disagreements and clashes between national and local

government officials also worked to exacerbate these problems.
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Iran's lack of response to Sistan's internal issues and instituting necessary infrastructure
was also influenced by the Cold War context and the Shah's anxiety over the spread of

leftist ideology, leading to a more permissive attitude toward Afghan activities.

Materials & Methods: This study is historical and descriptive-analytical in terms of its
nature, founded on documents from the National Archives and Library of Iran, includ-
ing letters of various ministries of the Second Pahlavi period, as well as relevant library

sources.

Results and Discussion: grave situation of the country, diverting the attention of the
Pahlavi II government from issues such as the Helmand River and the problems of
Sistan. In spite of floods, human losses, crop losses, and demands for allocation of
funds for the construction of dams, the unsettled political situation and ephemeral gov-
ernments barred an adequate response to the Sistan situation. Scarcity of water made
Sistan's agricultural lands like Miyankangi, Posht-Rud, and sections of Posht-Ab and
Naruyi villages' villages unirrigable, compelling a large number of farmers to emigrate.
In August 1946, the extreme reduction in river water even created water shortages in
the city of Zabol. Iranian and Afghan representatives met to gauge and allocate water,
but autumn rains delayed these measures. During the summer of 1947, the cutting of
Helmand River water created a critical crisis, killing off livestock and prompting many
farmers to abandon their fields. Afghans were reported to have slashed the river's flow
through the construction of various dams, placing Sistan residents at risk of severe
water shortage. Iran's parliamentary and diplomatic efforts were largely in vain, with
Afghan diplomats attributing the shortage to decreased rainfall and avoiding acknowl-
edgment of the impact of dam construction.

International negotiations ultimately secured merely a partial allocation of the Hel-
mand River—22 cubic meters per second—for Iran, which fell short of Sistan's farming
needs. This allocation was justified by reducing cultivated land and the migration of
farmers. Iranian attempts at water storage by constructing the Kahak and Zahak dams
were also ineffectual because water supply was to a large degree under Afghan control.

Consequently, the majority of Sistan's population had to migrate to other regions.

—
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Apart from the water shortage, socioeconomic considerations also drove migration.
The traditional landlord-peasant relationship and the forced corvée labor (Hashr) for
the repair and irrigation of canals—often without compensation—exacerbated the situ-
ation, especially during drought. Although Hashr historically functioned as a system of
mutual aid, under the Pahlavi II period it became a foundation of injustice, exploitation,
and corruption. Even though legislation in 1952 and 1955 outlawed forced labor for
landlords, difficulties in Sistan continued.

The migration of the Sistanis was largely to northern Iran, the Gorgan and Gonbad-e
Kavus plains. Drought, crop failure, river overflow, administrative negligence, Afghan
interference, and corvée labor led many cultivators to abandon their fields. Large-scale
migration reduced the area under cultivation, increased the price of labor in recipient
regions, and created settlement problems. River dredging and infrastructure develop-
ment were only partly achieved due to a shortage of machinery and domestic strife.
Opverall, drought and water shortage, inefficient internal management, political dis-
putes, Afghan interventions, insufficient irrigation facilities, and forced labor were the
most influential factors in Sistan residents' migration in the 1940s-1970s that caused the

majority of the population to migrate to other regions of Iran and even Afghanistan.

Conclusion: The study reveals that Sistan migration was not solely due to Afghan ac-
tivities or the Iranian government's weak foreign policy; domestic policies and admin-
istrative inefficiencies of the Iranian government were also significant factors. A close
examination of Sistani migration proves that the government had a determining and
pivotal role to play. Due to negligence and a lack of attention from the authorities,
Sistan was depopulating. Most of the population was afflicted with drought, poverty,
hunger, lack of long-term crops, limited livelihood options, despair, and hopelessness
regarding the possibility of improved living conditions, compelling them to emigrate,
which resulted in a drastic decline in population.

Issues in nutrition, health, and access to drinking water were aggravated by the negli-
gent, irresponsible, illegal, and inattentive mindset of government officials. These issues
were largely unnoticed by central authorities due to the political room of maneuver of

Iran's foreign policy towards Afghanistan and the Shah's fear of communist influence.
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Senior officials rarely took the initiative to address the destiny of the Sistanis. Mobiliza-
tion and forced labor, alongside these dynamics, also influenced emigration, although
the burden fell largely on the governments of the time.

Until the end of the Second Pahlavi era, Sistan continued to be dogged by Iran's politi-
cal appeasement of Afghanistan in negotiations, the government's weakness and inertia
in following up water scarcity problems, low investment and infrastructural develop-
ment, poor administration, lack of long-term policies, and recurring drought. However,
the government appeared very pleased with the ongoing out-migration of Sistanis to

Iran's interior provinces.

—
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Introduction:

In spite of the pessimistic view of memory and its unreliability in historical accounts, memoirs
have been powerful sources in contemporary history and historiography; and the reminder of oral
history has become indispensable in order to make sense of the problems historically. Oral history,
nowadays, with its origins in memory, is a sought-after and trendy commodity of institutions,
organizations, and historians who utilize the most recent technologies to record others' lived
experience and structure their narrative. Narrative is the only fitting and useful genre to mirror
the construction of the past, something inherent to history and common to history and memory.
Any event description is itself narrative and story. Narrative, as structuring of information in a
linear chronological order, is the organizing axis of any type of history, and memory, as narrative
shape of the past events, is the center core of oral history and the most important output of the
interview. A memoir is a piece or literature written by the author based on conscious
memory of previous events at a specific place and time, as witnessed and heard by the
author. The Sacred Defense and the eight-year Iran-Iraq war are considered a turning
point for memoirs and oral history in Iran. Actually, the main step in the field of oral
history in Iran began with the eight-year war history, leading to a vast amount of works
on the subject. Following the history of the Iranian Islamic Revolution from the two
sides of revolutionaries and opponents, the Sacred Defense oral history added to the
oral history of Iran. The high volume of production that has been done in the field of
oral history of the Sacred Defense demonstrates that this content has been produced
specifically in Iran.

These works, however, have paid more attention to content and less attention to oral
history scientific principles and methods. In other words, oral history scientific principles
have been less followed and more works have been produced empirically. With regard
to content, Iranian oral history has mostly dealt with political and war history, and
other subjects less so. Commanders', managers', and staff of the law enforcement forces'
memoirs, including the Gendarmerie, Islamic Revolutionary Committees, and the City
Police during Holy Defense, either on the battlefields or in their respective zones, have
been gathered and published in various books within and outside the organization. In

connection with these produced works, this article will try to research and investigate
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the most important damages to the oral history of the Police Organization during the
Holy Defense period and answer this question: What are the most important damages

to the oral history of the Police Organization during the Holy Defense period?

Materials and Methods:

The research is qualitative and cross-comparative in nature where the content of
selected work is compared to explore and quantify the most significant harms of the
work. Organizational lived experiences as well as field research on the subject matter is
another data component.

Statistical Population: Statistical population for the present paper consists of thirteen
book titles, randomly chosen among twenty-seven volumes of books published by
the Police Political-Ideological Organization between 1399-1403 as memoirs or oral
histories. Interviewees are men, and eleven interviewees are police chiefs and two

interviewees are clerics of the Police Ideological-Political Organization.

Results and Discussion:Weakness in Method: Although oral history has a loose and
adaptable character and may be molded in any research setting, collecting quality
productions perforce leans on the method and practices of oral history. For intentional
oral history, not by coincidence is it possible to show causes and context for how the
events occurred, the position and state of the narrator, and even other related matters.
The questions and the interviewer are the focal points of oral history. Analysis of
the chosen works indicates an oversight of principles and methods. Elimination of
interrogations and the prominent role of the writers have taken these books out of the
state of oral history and even from memoirs, making them literary and epic volumes
that, in a broad perspective, can be regarded as official works about the revolution, the
Sacred Defense, and organizational and revolutionary responsibilities.

Interviewer and narrator activism is the core of oral history. Oral history has double
agency, and its narratives are not single-agent; therefore, the interviewer must have
knowledge about the background and performance of the interviewee and his/her
organization, as well as the interviewee's behavior during the interview time, and must

pose questions that guide the story to the desired level in terms of quality and logic.
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Since questions from the selected books have been ruled out, it is not feasible to assess
the interviewer's knowledge; however, on the basis of the various evidence, clues, and
objections from some narratives, it can be assumed that external interviewers possessed

limited subject matter knowledge.

Political and Organizational Considerations: Politics and ideology necessarily impact
oral history. Organizations and governments try to use history for legitimacy or replicate
history for their benefit. Oral history archives are indirectly rooted in revolutionary institutions,
and the basis of their oral history is focused on individuals connected with institutions. The
interviewer and oral historian, unwittingly or consciously guided by the political context, may
omit details or add content. This is evident in the chosen works and has been problematic for

accurate representation of events.

Elitism: The historical participation of the era of democracy recognizes that social classes
everywhere have a universal right to recreate the past, and oral history provides a forum for
silenced voices to be heard. The selections, however, are all about commanders and managers;
they can be referred to as oral histories or male memoirs. All the interviewees are men, eleven

generals and two dlerics who manage the political and ideological structure of the police force.

Memoir as Oral History: A further serious defect in the selected books is the omission
of questions and tampering with texts by authors and interviewers. Infringements on the
original text and tampering with the interview context amount to creating a new work that
may deviate from the initial account.

Faults in Narrative: History is a narrative genre, with events ordered to reconstruct the past.
The majority of works chosen for this anthology are pathologically impaired in narrative, and

authors skim over important subjects and events, typically in one sentence.

Other Drawbacks: Other drawbacks are the lack of a proper and standardized archive
for the storage of works, multiple institutionalizations, lack of a centralized and independent
framework for collecting and preserving oral history in the organization, and no index for

published works.
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Conclusions:Oral history is helpful to institutions today in many ways. Overcoming
this issue is important to the Police Organization, in light of its missions that are multi-
faceted, to enable it to rely on oral history to gain knowledge about management
experience, organizational development, and cultural and social factors, and use it to
enhance and develop operational and organizational structures and procedures. This
paper, grounded in content analysis of selected works, field techniques, interviews, and
experience, addressed the following query: What are the most noteworthy harms to the
oral history of the Police Organization in the Holy Defense period?

Evidence and documentation analysis demonstrates that structurally, because of
the multiplicity of centers and lack of focus, there existed simultaneous work and,
consequently, no specialization. Since there is no organizational historian and there
is no attention to technical mechanisms, most works produced are a long way from
standard acceptability. Most of the works demonstrate prevailing tendencies toward
elitism and male-oriented history. Organizational demands, presentation of a particular
official account, and attempts at modeling individuals create distances between narrative
and reality. Methodologically, the selected works are imperfect: elimination of questions
during interviews has turned works into memoirs, and plotting in some stories is not

ideal and cause-and-effect relations are lost.
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Introduction:This study investigates the plant materials involved in the production of Pea-
cock Ink, a celebrated compound in Islamic calligraphy. The diversity of its ingredients
raises two important questions:

How is Peacock Ink distinct from traditional starch- and gum-based inks?

To what extent did plant-based materials play a role in the durability, stability, and conser-
vation of the ink?

In response to these questions, a wide range of classical and interdisciplinary material—ranging
from literature, history, medicine, agriculture, and the so-called "sciences of wonders'—was
consulted. The history of manufacturing ink, that of the making of Peacock Ink in particular,
has been of scholarly and calligraphic concern down through the ages, attesting to its cultural
and technical significance. Featured individuals who were repeatedly cited in this discussion
are Ibn Badis Sanhaji, Qaz1 Ahmad MunshT Quml, and Rafigl Haravl.

Master calligrapher Yaqut al-Mustasimi (d. 698/1299), who was known as Qiblat al-Kuttab
("model for scribes"), played a major role in refining this ink. Formerly a slave of the last
Abbasid caliph al-Mustasim, Yaqiit was renowned for his speed and voluminous output,
having been credited with copying 364 Qur'ans. He is buried in Baghdad in close proximity
to the tomb of Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Mosaheb, 2004 [1383], vol. 2, part 2, p. 3347). Historical
treatises indicate that Yaquit made his ink out of over thirteen materials, variously enumerated
as soot, gallnut, alum, myrtle leaves, gum Arabic, ammonium chloride, Egyptian sugar,
henna, saffron, and rosewater (Bukhari/Ma’el Haravi, 1993 [1372], p. 368); soot, gum Arabic,
gallnut, thistle leaves, indigo, dodder, aloe, Indian salt, Egyptian salt, and rosewater (Sawd al-
Khatt, fols. 24-25); and soot, gum Arabic, sugar, aloe, saffron, verdigris, rosewater, linseed and
sesame oils, gallnut water;, white alum, myrtle, henna, indigo, and dodder (Mir ‘All Haravi/
Ma’el Haravi, 1993 [1372], p. 98).

Its academic lineage is also noteworthy: Ibn Badis Sanhaji, ‘Umdat al-Kuttab wa ‘Uddat
Dhaw al-Albab (4th c. AH); Qazi Ahmad Munshi Qumi (ca. 925-985 AH), historian and
author of Golestan-e Honar; and Rafiql Haravi, alias Majniin, a 9th-10th c. AH calligrapher
behind Rasm al-Khatt and Sawd al-Khatt. Likewise worthy of mention is the mention of sabr
(aloe), a resinous substance widely employed in painting and dyeing, as mentioned in Seyyed

Yiisof Hossein's Treatise on Bookbinding.
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Materials and Methods

This study is library-based and analytical-descriptive in nature. Manuscripts are an
invaluable intellectual and cultural legacy. Detailed reading of these uncovers hitherto
unexplored aspects of the luxuriant literary and linguistic heritage and sheds new light on
cultural heritage. Methodical re-reading of the ancient sources—literary texts, historical texts,
treatises on agriculture, and the "sciences of marvels"—is absolutely essential to the process of
discovering expert knowledge.

The central purpose is to research the tacit technical knowledge pertaining to ink
production, in this case, for morakkab-e tavus (Peacock Ink). The study acknowledges
plant and natural materials employed in its makeup, which are not typical constituents
of gum- or starch-based inks.

Central Research Question: Did the employment of these diverse ingredients within Peacock
Ink contribute to manuscript conservation and, if so, how?

While full answers are not possible, the research tracks the functions of selected plants and their
active principles, along with evidence from premodern written sources. Classical technical
treatises are employed here as the primary corpus, including: Umdat al-Kuttab wa “Uddat
al-Albab, Farrokhnameh, Madad al-Khutiit, Rasm al-Khatt wa Sawad al-Khatt, Munsha‘at-e
Soleymant, Majma' al-Sanaye.

Results and Discussion:

Preliminary examination raises three questions: Why do the historical sources differ in
describing the make-up of Peacock Ink? What functions were assigned to its constituents?
Why does Peacock Ink contain more ingredients than conventional inks?

Details were synthesized in three tables: Table 1 sets out references to Peacock Ink and
ingredients from ancient texts; Table 2 contrasts gum-based, starch-based, and Peacock
inks; Table 3 examines individual components according to historical and modern scientific
knowledge.

Peacock Ink possesses two distinguishing features: excellent fluidity for extended writing per
stroke (Yaquit allegedly wrote thirty verses using one madd), and excellent water-resistance to
damage. Madad al-Khutlit characterized the ink as "red gold."

Key Ingredients: Ancient texts refer that Yaqut utilized numerous materials, including saffron,

—
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gallnuts, ammonium chloride, alum, white lead, camphor, soot, myrtle leaves, henna, indigo,
Egyptian sugar, and nil sarab. Six of the plant-based ingredients are discussed in this study:
Saffron (za'faran), Henna (hinna’), Aloe (sabr), Gum Arabic (samgh ‘arabi), Gallnuts
(mazi), Myrtle (murd).

Conclusion:Using ancient sources is a return to authenticity, culture, and identity.
Looking back in the past reinforces cultural richness and belief in native civilization.
Using sources such as Avicenna's Qaniin, Dioscorides’ De Materia Medica,
ethnobotanical data, mystical knowledge (‘ilm laduni), and empiric experience, helpful
information on plant characteristics from the Iranian plateau can be applied for paper
artifact conservation.

For example: saffron stabilizes verdigris pigments and also prevents paper from
corrosion; henna stabilizes the fluidity of ink and is also antifungal and antibacterial
like gallnuts and alum; gum Arabic absorbs and holds moisture, suppressing mold; aloe
acts as a disinfectant.

The durability of paper relics can therefore be attributed to the antifungal and
antimicrobial nature of such plants. Considering the native plants have intrinsic value, it
is appropriate and effective that they are used. The combination of traditional methods
with scientific skills enables the preservation of historical texts effectively.
Ethnobotany: Scientific study of associations between humans and native plants, such

as how societies use, manage, and perceive their surrounding vegetation.
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