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Abstract

Purpose: Shushtar has always been one of the most important agricultural and commercial cent-
ers of Khuzestan and served as the provincial capital for over 13 centuries. but during the Pahlavi
era, due to the shift of Khuzestan's administrative center from Shushtar to Ahwaz and subsequent
loss of political status, initiating a period of decline and paving the way for its economic deteriora-
tion. Furthermore, crises in agriculture and industry hindered the city's economic growth. Thus,
the purpose of this study is to investigate the economic situation of Shushtar with an emphasis
on the industrial and agricultural sectors in the first Pahlavi period and to analyze the factors that

impeded their development.

Method and Research Design: This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on

library sources, archival documents, and interviews.

Findings and Conclusion: Various internal factors such as lack of adequate investment in
Shushtar agriculture, the occurrence of natural disasters, and lack of industrialization, hindered
the growth of its agricultural economy. the obstacles to industrial development of Shushtar during

the first Pahlavi era were political, economic, and social factors.
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Edare-ye Koll-e Owqaf-e Xuzestan (Khuzestan Endowments General Directorate): ar-
chive document 15 Sustar. [In Persian]

Ketab-xaneh, Muze va Markaz-e Asnad-e Majles-e Sora-ye Eslami (Kemam) (Library,

Museum and Document Center of Iran Parliament):
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Box 12, Folder 11; Box 20, Folder 64; Box 23, Folder 4; Box 33, Folder 4; Box 35,
Folder 38; Box 39, Folder 258. [In Persian]

Majmue-ye asnad-e Saxsi-ye Masud-e Afzalan (Masoud Afzalan’s collection of per-
sonal documents): document number 1. [In Persian]

Sazman-e Asnad va Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Ar-
chives Organization of Iran): document numbers 240/22048; 293/48621. [In Per-

sian]

Books

Abrahamian, Ervand. (1377/1998). “Iran bein-e do enqelab” (Iran between two revo-
lutions). Translated by Ahmad Golmohammadi. Tehran: Ney. [In Persian]

Bankian, Mohammad Esmaeel. (1383/2004). “Yeksad sal san’at-e barq-e Iran” (One
hundred years of Iran’s electricity industry). Executed by Anjoman-e Mohandesi-
ye Bahre-vari-ye Sanat-e Barq-e Iran (Iranian Productivity Association for Power
Industry). [n. p.]: Payam-e Matn. [In Persian]

Delfi Mousavi, Akbar. (1395/2016). “Tarix-e kastirani dar Kazerun” (History of ship-
ping in Karoun). Ahvaz: Tarava. [In Persian]

“Ehsaeeye-ye mahsulat-e falahati-ye Iran dar sal-e 1310 SH” (The statistic report of
Iran’s agricultural products in 1310 SH / 1931 AD). Tehran: Matbae-ye Rosanayi.
[In Persian]

Emam Shoushtari, Mohammad Ali. (1331/1952). “Tarix-e joqrafiya-yi-ye Xuzestan”
(Geographical history of Khuzestan). Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In Persian]

Fateh, Mostafa. (1335/1956). “Panjah sal naft-e Iran” (Fifty years of Iranian oil). Teh-
ran: Serkat-e Sahami-ye Cehr. [In Persian]

Gillis et al. (1379/2000). “Eqtesad-e towse’eh” (Economics of development). Trans-
lated by Gholamreza Azad. Tehran: Ney. [In Persian]
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