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In the name of God, the compassionate, the marciful

Mr. Cric Keteelar 26.08 2000
Chairman

ICA

Dhear sir,

Referring io the decision taken by CITRA administrative session on 2209 2000, to hold
the lntemational Archival Round Table Conference in eccupiad Palestine by Zionist
regime in 2001, The lslamic Republic of lran, as Head of OIC, would likes to express
her deep dissatistaction on adoption of the recommendation of the CITRA Bureau to the
session and officially register her strong opposition lo the implememation of such
decision. Accordingly, it must be reminded 1hat i this position paper does not receive
its due attention and proper response from the 1CA Lall member stales of the Islami¢
Countries Organization {CHC) will boycolt the 2001 conference wich will inevitabely
result the demolition of global imape of the LA,

On behalf of the 1C, the Islamic Republic of [ran, assures the Bureau that if the
CITRA 2001 is held in any other place than Israel, all of 54 islamic countties will
provide their hest ciforlz to the [CA to implement its global responsibilities and

F e

With best regards

S.I1. Shahrestani

Director General

Lean Mational Archives Organizalion

WWW.Noormags.ir
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FAX - 4074TH wg o Az

(RAH TIATIDNAL ARCHIVES ORSAHIZATION BATE 3. ew.1000

I%ljnlabacl G0 Mehalarin Ave. 15008 Tehran

TEL - 406547

Mr. Eric Kelzlaar,

TCA Viee-Presidans,

cle Riffsarchivfdienst,

Pring Willem-Alexorderhol 21,

Posthus 90520, NL-250% LM's. Gravenhage,
The Netherfanils.

Daar Collsague,
With referenca fo our fefter doted 26032000 concerning tre decizion on
holding the mext TITHA comference in the eecupied Palesting by Terael,
in 2001,
INACH ax the represenivtive of Islartic Kepublic of Tran, O Fresident,
condenns the vecent crimey of the Zionists and for the second tipe daems it
necessary fn express fis strovg opporifion and discoutentment on Isroel
hosting the eorfereace. We are agedn insistently asking Jor chortging the
verue of Mt comferency and oMce winre  ARIDUICE Dor reqdinese (9
participate in CITRA conference at any other plave than Isroel.
Wik hest regards.
Yours sirceraly,

5.1 Shulirestant

ci"’:? Direc
7

c.c., Nacicnal Atrelives of Islamic Counlries

r Generu!
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Explanatory MNote
Movamber 2000

Subijcet: Israeli invilation to host CITRA Coenference 2001

The presenl courageocus uprising by the Palesiinian masses in Jerusaien and Lhe rest of e
Palestinian Oocupied Terrlories {wasl Bank and Gaza ) in response to the tyranny of Israeli
troops, which bas led to hundreds of merdyrs snd thousands of injured wha sl by kv
ammunilion, in ordar 1o defand the Arab city of Jerusalem that was ooccupled by lsrael since
1987,  The excessiva use of force by the Israeli iroops against unarmed Palestinian
protesiers and  n parkicular lhe killing of 12-yaar- old Mohammad Al-Dorra feom Gaza in cold
blood, while the falher weas tiying Lo pralect him with his armns has caused a worgdwide shock.
Such cold-blodded aclion by the Isiseli anmy represant tha inskstence of the Israel
governmant lo shad Palestinian blood in Lhe streels and even msile Lhe holy Al-Agsa mosqus
willi nie rnarcy or regard to haman lves, violaling the basic principles of human rights ard UN
resolulions which call for the wilhdrawai of Israsll occupying forces from Jerusakem and (he
resl of the Arab temitorles oocupied by war in 1987 . The ambulance vahicles did not even
escape Ive bullels fired deliberately ot them while Inding 1o evacuate tha injupies from stresels,

When we expressed our concem al holding the CITRA Corference in Jerusalam during the

CITRA mesaling In Saville, we wera fully awace of the sensilivity and sanclily of Lhe Jerusalern

issue nol only for the Paleslinians tart slso for Arabh and Islamic nations in addilion 1o al

worshippers both Moslems and Ciulslians . The cummenl bloady confrantation |5 clear evidence
fhat the issue we raised was nola slogan of any sort bul one lhat i being refleciad on The
ground,

I tight ol the above introduction, wa would Bk o bring 1o your aitention Lhe following facts:

1. A mistake was made when Mr. Chirisioph Gral (former Presidend of CITRA) desmead Lhe
acceptence of his recomimendatiun to hokd Tthe 2001 CITRA masting In [srael by the
sdministrative session on Seplember 12,1998 a final decision on this matter, [iscusskon
of the Israeli invilation and ks implications by the general meeling did nof take place; thus
The recommendation presented is viod of any legal or procedura! foundation.

Z Tha concem exprassed by Arab archivisis and mainly by the Arab Branch ARBICA had
nol met wilh fdl considaration. |n this comead, the president of ARBICA in Budapest in
1989 hsd wamed from the negalive cansequancas of this decision an the legal status of
Jengsalem, being an cccupled cily, #nd an appeal also had been Igsued and sant (o ICA
members and the Ex@tulive Commitlee on the same issue. In this apeeal, ARBIEA
conzidered hoiding the 2001 CITRA meslng in Jerusalem a real challenge to the UM
resolulions and intamational legitimacy amd will aepriva all Arabs and Islamic Delegates
from afending the annual conlerence of CITRA .

3. Similar attempts have 50 been mede by Mr. Bedjadia (head uf ARBICA) and Mr. Bheiss
— Aramin {Diractor — General of Palesiine National Archives) during the CITRA meeling
hakl in Saville, September 2000. Based on the decision of the Archivist for the state of
I5ieel v ~ hold the 201 Conferanca al Ramal Rahal Kibbutz oulskde Jernusalem
municipal limits™, & vole ook pece and the resolt onforunately reflected a sedous
division among the participanls al the CITRA meeling in Seville.

4. Uporn consulling the Web Ske of the Isiseli municipally of Jarusalam, under
(Ml ow w. Jerusalem.. muni . Bjer-sySmap2000-ang/irsi1.asp), the Palestirian
deleystion found What tha propossd wenua for the conference (Ramat Rahel ) is within
Jerusalem municipal fimils and nol oulside it as claimed by 1he Ismel Stale Archhist
.Thiz means ihal all parlicipenls al Seville CITRA mesling were decelved by ihe
misleading Information on (he location of the propesed venue or ihe 200 Conferance
The Isragl misleading information meant &lso thal \sreel insisls on poklicizing the issue
insleau of locussing an the professional and scientific benefits of such meetings.
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£ Folowing 'his development, a meeting wilh Mr, Ketelaar was held at s office al the
Conference Palace [n Sevila, duning which time ha was piven ool on the exact focation
of Ramat Rahal ang promised 1o invesligate infz the whoele iS5UC onoe mare

6 ARBICA members held a meelng and discussed the new developments and decided
that

+ ICA Arah members will boycott the 2001 CITRA nieeting. i it iz held in lxrael {oulside
Ihe barders vl Jensalem).

s JCA Arab members will withdrew from the Intamalicnsl Council on Archives, [Fit is held
in Jerusalem including Ramat Rabel which is a setlemenl buit on Palestinian land
axpropiialed from the Arah village of Sur Baher.

»  Giving The new ICA Executive Committes and Presidend-elacd  anough time (up 1o
Jaruary  2001) Lo salve 1his dispule and lake a {inal position on the venue of 2001 CITRA
meeting.

7. M. Bediadja (Presidenl of ARBIGA) arnounced the above degizion before lhe
parlicipanls al ihe 3 rd General Assembly maeling on 28 Scptember 2000

8. Iran, being the head of the Islamic Confarance, lad &lso expressed llx poailion in wrillng,
which remesents the posilan of the |slamic counlies (fCA members) reganding hokding
of CITRA mceting in lsraal

0 We do appraciala the linal position of the former ICA Execulive Commillas announced
by Mr. Kelelaar atihe 3" General Assembly meeting Ihat ihe whole [ssua will be pul on
the agenda of the new Execulive Commillee whe will discuss it thnroughly on the basis of
hokding the 2001 GITRA meeling in o venue where full paricipation is guaranieed.

In Sight of the above explanalion, we kindly request your consideration of the _senshivity of

hulding the 2001 maeling in Israel aid particularly e Jansalerm.

Wa aleo belieye Ihal keeping a blind eya on larael wolalions to LIN resalullons regarding

Jerusatem and the Palestinian questinn, as well as Ihe viclation of Falestinian frurman and

political rights, will urderming 1he peave HOCESS. [t will alsa have negalive impact on [CA

unily, mission and Code of Elhica. Your support | therafare, is highly epprogiated.

Altached: * map of Jerusalern municipallty ®

Besl Regards,
Faigstine National Archives Cenler
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CONSEIL INTERMATIONAL
NE&E ARCIIIVES

INTERNATIONAL DOHMMCIL
0N ARCIITVES

CONFEKRENCE IRTERNATIONALE DE LA TABLE RONDE DES ARUCHIVES
INTERNATIONAL CUNFERENCF ON THE ROIMD TADLE OMN ARCHIVES

Told Menbors of CITRA
Membres de la OTHA

Data: 2811720

Dear Colleaqua,

It is miy duly as chairman of the CITRA to
infarm you Usat in light of the events in Saville
gur Israel colleague and his authodtias hava
decided to willadraw their invilation o arganize
the 2001 CITRA meeling, Evyatar Friesel
thanks hosa who supparbed him and asks for
their understanding regarding e decision
thery were farced to lehe, Il does not quastion
the closa ratations, professional and pessanal,
that ke and his colleagues have cstablished
over more than thirly years in the 1G4 and In
CITRA. He i3 sure thal a mecting will taka
place in Isreei gl & lator oppartunity.

Under lwse circummslances, our Ioalandic
colleague, Olafur Asgeirsson, has cordially
proposed to host the CITRA 2001, This
invitation was approved by the bxeculive
Comtritles and CITRA Nureau and 1 oam
pleased to provida notice and to nvile you 10
participale Al The XXXWlh  Inernational
Conleranca of the 12ouid Table in Reykjavik,
kealand Trom Dctobear 140 e 13, 2001,

Looking forward to sesing you again.

Cher collagus,

Il mappalient ¢ tant que président de la
C12A de yous annoncer que, Comple teng
daz avénepwenls surienus 3 Sdville, noing
colldgue israslien et los aworiiés donl
dépend anl dacide de renoncer a arganiser [a
r&Lnion da la CITRA en 2001, Evyatar Friesel
remercia ceux qui Ui ont apports leur sautlan
el lanr demande de comprendre Ba décision
quils anl &é coniraints de prendea. Ells na
remal  pas ooen o fausc  les  relations
prafassionneiles et personnelles entratanues
par lu el ses collégues istadllens depuiz plua
de lrenle ans au CIA et & la CITRA. I esl
convarncu que Moccasion d'une ranconire en
|zrag! ae regresentora.

En conséquence, notre collégne islandais
Olafur  Asgeirssan  nous A cordilenent
propose d'accueilir la CITRA an 2001, Celte
invilalion ayant été apprmuvée par e Comitd
exEcuti§l du CIA ot par la hursau de la CITRA.,
j© suis heureux de vous la ransmelire el de
vous pwiter A parliciper & g XDG0Jama
Conférence inlernaticnale de la Tablz ronds
dos Archives quiaura lisu & Reykjavik, Islanda
du 10 au 13 octobra 2001,

Au plalsir de s rewvair.

an E. Wilszon
Chatrman £ Président

CITRA Burzau
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ALDIWAN AL AMIRI S Sl
Seil Palace el
Historical Documents Centre T BN 5 1y}
and Lilsery L i
X0 Novernber 2000
. H, Shahrestani
Directowr Ganaral
Tran Nadohal Archives Organlzation
Behjatabad 66 Bahafarin Ave. 15938
Tahran
Fax # 082 1 6407 456

Drear Mr. Shahrestanl,
First, I would lika to take tha cpperunity to wish you Ramadn Mubarak.

Alsp, thank you for a copy of the letter you sent to ICA Vice President, dated
5 Novermber 2000,

We are very glad to see your persistency agalnst the CITRA conference being
hekd i Israel. However, we recetved a letter from President of ARAMICA on
13 November, Informing us that the CITRA conference wil be held in
Reyigavik, Iceland in October 2001 instead of Israsl.

This |s considered as 2 vickery for us Muslims and, 1 would like to congratulate
you and every Musllm and aist thank you for your sndiess effiorts.

Thairk you.

Warm regards.

Sircorgly, : -
5wl Dbowoz—
Baha'a A. Al Ebinhim

Dirgctor, Historical Documents Center &
Al Diwan Al Amiri Lileary

F. 0 Bog ;799 Safar 13008 Kuwait . T A Al YA e
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