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Abstract:

Purpose: This paper reports petitions silkworm farmers of Gilan sent to the National Assembly
(The Parliament) between the years 1927- 1930 addressing difficulties they faced and asking for
help.

Method and Research Design: Data for this study was obtained from archival documents held at

the Islamic Consultative Assembly and other archival centers.

Findings and conclusion: Political developments following the 1906 Constitutional Revolution
and the policy of modernization increased the number of demands people forwarded to the cen-
tral government. Silkworm farmers’ petitions sent from the province of Gilan to the Parliament
complaining about the cruelty and injustice committed by landlords and tribal chiefs, accusing
them of delivering rotten silkworm eggs to farmers and increasing tax tariffs. The petitions inform
the parliament members of harsh economic difficulties that had pushed the farmers to the verge
of extreme poverty. Farmers asked for establishing an agriculture school to educate future genera-

tions.
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Documents

Ketab-xane, Muze va Markaz-e Asndd-e Majles-e Sora-ye Eslami (Kemam) (Library,
Museum and Document Center of Iran Parliament):

1306/6/28 SH / 1927-9-20, document number: 13675, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye
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noqan-dar-e Gilan be majles darbare-ye xesarat-e varede be anan az su-ye
mofattes-e edire-ye noqan va darxast-e residegi bariaye ahqaq-e masru’e-$an”
(The petition of the sericulturist peasants of Gilan to the parliament regarding the
damage caused to them by the sericulture administration inspector and request-
ing an investigation to achieve their legitimate rights).

1306/6/29 SH / 1927-9-21, document number: 13675, “Arize-ye Mahmud-e
Rezanamayande-ye Lahijan be riasat-e majles-e Sora-ye melli va taqaza-ye
dadresi be arize-ye zare’een-e qora’-e Lahijan” (Petition of Mahmoud Reza,
representative of Lahijan, to the chair of the National Assembly, and his request
for a hearing on the petition of the farmers of Lahijan villages).

1306/7/1 SH / 1927-9-24, document number: 13682, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye Gilin be
majles dar e’teraz be feSar va ta’addiat-e atba’-e xarejeh va xesarat-e varedeh
az su-ye anan dar forus-e toxm-e noqan-ha-ye fased be zare’een-e Lahijan”
(The petition of the peasants of Gilan to the parliament to protest against the
pressure and encroachment of foreign nationals and the damages caused by them
in selling rotten silkworm eggs to Lahijan farmers).

1306/8/29 SH / 1927-11-21, document number: 1536, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye
noqan-dar-e Gilan be majles darbare-ye owza’-e parisan va falakat-bar-e anan
az nabud-e noqan dar asar-e setam-hi-ye varedeh az su-ye hamelin” (The peti-
tion of the peasants of Sarhend Divshal to the National Assembly on their difficult
living conditions due to lack of proper silkworm eggs and agriculture and the dis-
pute between the owners and heirs of the late Mirza Isa Khan Monajjem Bashi).
1306/9/4 SH / 1927-11-26, document number: 115470, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye
qarye-ye Sarhend-e Divsal be dar-os-Sora-ye melli darbare-ye owza’-e saxt-
e ma’eesati-san be vasete-ye nabud-e noqan va zara’at va extelaf mian-e
malekin-e varase-gan-e marhum Mirza Isa Xan-e monajjem-basi” (The peti-
tion of the sericulturist peasants of Gilan to the parliament on their distressing
and miserable situation caused by the lack of silkworm eggs due to oppressions
imposed by the bearers).

1307/9/3 SH / 1928-11-24, document number: 599, “Pasox-e vezarat-e malieh
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be majles-e Sora-ye melli raje’ be Sekayat-e xorde-malekan-e Tulem az fesar-e
maliati” (The response of the Ministry of Finance to the National Assembly re-
garding the complaint of the smallholders of Tulem about the tax pressure).

1307/10/15 SH / 1929-1-5, document number: 1143, “Telegraf-e Qasemian yeki az
ahali-ye Rast be majles va taqaza-ye kahes-e maliat-e noqan” (A telegram by
Ghasemian, a resident of Rasht, to the parliament and demanding a reduction in
silkworm egg taxes).

1308 SH / 1929, document number: 559, “Vezarat-e malieh dar pasox-e morasele-ye
nomre-ye 139” (Ministry of Finance in response to letter number 139).

1308/9/4 SH / 1929-11-25, document number: 5387, “Arize-ye Haji Mirza Ali Akbar-
e Abrisami be majles va Sekvaeeyeh az edare-ye malieh be jahat-e axz-e qeyr-
e qanuni-ye maliat-e karxane-ye pile-xafe-koni-ye uo” (Haji Mirza Ali Akbar
Abrishamf’s petition to the parliament and his complaint from the tax administra-
tion for illegal tax collection on his cocoon factory).

1309/1/16 SH / 1930-4-6, document number: 6978, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye Dehkah-e
Lahijan be majles baraye ijad-e madreseh jahat-e towse’e-ye ma’aref va
asnayi-ye a’qab-e an-ha ba osul-e amr-e falahat” (The petition of the peasants
of Dahkah village of Lahijan to the parliament to establish a school to develop
the education of, and acquaint their descendants with the principles of the agri-
culture).

n. d.,, document number: 1774, “Arize-ye ro’aya-ye Salman-e Langarud be majles
va darxast-e taxfif-e maliat be jahat-e amal nayamadan-e noqan va pasox-e
majles” (The petition of the peasants of Shalman Langaroud to the parliament
and their request for tax reduction due to uncultivated silkworm eggs and the
parliament’s response).

n. d., document number: 7593, “Arize-ye ahili-ye Abkenir-e Anzali darbire-ye
sangini-ye maliatesan va taqaza-ye taxfif va residegi” (Petition of the residents
of Abkenar Anzali about the heaviness of their taxes and their request for its re-
duction and more consideration).

n. d., document number: 240/74895, “Dastur-e vezarat-e malieh mabni bar mizan-e
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daryift-e maliat az toxm-e noqan-e varedati” (The verdict of the Ministry of
Finance on the amount of tax received from imported silkworm eggs). [Persian]
Markaz-e Asnad va Tarix-e Diplomasi-ye Vezarat-e Omur-e Xarejeh (Ostadox) (De-
partment of Diplomatic Documents and History of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs):
Document 1317 AH -29-18 / 1900 AD. “Sanad-e savad-e hokm-e vezarat-e
omur-e xarejeh be kargozar-e Gilan, 22 Safar 1317 AH” (The transcript docu-
ment of the decree of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the broker of Gilan, 1 July
1899).
Document 1317 AH -29-18 / 1900 AD. “Dar xosus-e savad-e kaqaz-e vezarat-e
omur-e xarejeh be Montazem ol-Molk, kargozar-e Gilan, 4 Dhu al-Qa’dah
1317 AH” (Regarding the transcript of the paper issued by the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs to Montazemolmolk, the broker of Gilan, 6 March 1900). [Persian]
Markaz-e Tahqigat-e Nogan-e Iran” (Iran Silkworm Research Centre).
“Daftarce-ye dastur-ol-‘amal-e tarbiat-e deraxt-e tut va parvares-e kerm-
e abriSam be zamime-ye nezam-name-ye vorudie-ye toxm-e noqan be Iran,
tejarat-xane-ye Zak Gistork, namiyandegi-ye Gilan-Iran, 1306 SH” (Instruc-
tion booklet for berry tree breeding and silkworm breeding, including silkworm
egg import code to Iran, Zack GastorKs trade house, Gilan-Iran representative
office, 1306 SH / 1927 AD). Document donated by Naeemi Akbar family to Iran
Silkworm Research Centre.
“Name-ye Seyyed Esmi’eel-e Qiem-maqami be Sirl Sekretin” (A letter from
Seyyed Esma’il Ghaem Maghami to Charles Sekretan). In two pages, 1923, the
original letter is available at the Lyon Silkworm Research Centre in France.
“Nezam-name-ye vorudie-ye toxm-e noqan be Iran, mosavvabe-ye vazir-
e falahat va tejarat va favayed-e amme-ye Mahmud Jam” (The importing
code for silkworm eggs to Iran, approved by the Minister of Agriculture, Trade
and Public Benefits Mahmoud Jam). Document number: 14672/5920, date:
1307/11/29 SH / 1929-2-18 AD. [Persian]

Sazman-e Asnad va Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Ar-
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chives Organization of Iran):

“Pisnahad-e vezarat-e eqtesvd-e melli be hey’at-e vozara baraye raf’-e moskelat-e
ijad-Sodeh dar howze-ye sodur-e abrisam” (The proposal of the Ministry of Na-
tional Economy to the cabinet of ministers to solve the problems created in the
field of silk export). Document number: 25413/2286, 1311/9/5 SH / 1932-11-30.

“Hokumat-e Gilan va Taviles be vezarat-e daxele” (From the government of Gilan
and Tavalesh to the Ministry of Interior Affairs). Document number: 132, 2 Rabi’
Al Thani, 9234, [1695 ,S]. [Persian]

“Dastur-e vezarat-e malieh mabni bar mizan-e daryaft-e maliat az toxm-e noqan-e
varedati” (The verdict issued by the Ministry of Finance on the amount of tax
received from the imported silkworm eggs). Document number: 240/74895.

“Savad-e nezam-name-ye toxni-e noqian” (The transcript of the silkworm egg proto-
col). n. d. document number: 240/74893.

“Gozares-e qarat-e tejarat-xane-ye Tomanians tavassot-e BolSoyik-ha” (The report
of the looting of the Tumanians trade house by the Bolsheviks). Document num-
ber: 58, 15 Moharram [328/51 S7].

“Nazmiye-ye Rast be nazmiye-ye Gilan, savad-e raport-e diere-ye ta’minat” (From
the order of Rasht to the order of Gilan, the transcript of the report of the Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement). Document number: 47, 19 Rabi’ Al Thani [[1692S
all.

“Nazmiye-ye Rast be nazmiye-ye Gilan” (From the order of Rasht to the order of

Gilan). Document number: 54, 20 Rabi’ Al Thani [ [1692S. [Persian]

Books

Adamiat, Fereydoun. (1348/1969). “Amir Kabir va Iran” (Amir Kabir and Iran). Teh-
ran: Xarazmi. [Persian]

Amid, Hassan. (1390/2011). “Farhang-e Amid” (Amid dictionary). Tehran: Ente$arat-e
Amir Kabir. [Persian]

Azari, Al2’ al-Deen. (1367/1988). “Tarix-e ravabet-e Iran va Cin” (History of Iran-

China relations). Tehran: Amir Kabir. [Persian]
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Farrokhnia, Rahim. (1389/2010). “Moqgaddame-ee bar mardom-$enasi” (Introduc-
tion sedimentology by supriya sengupta) (3" ed.). Hamedén: Danesgah-e Bu Ali
Sina (Bu-Ali Sina University). [Persian]
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