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Abstract:

Purpose: To organize a lexical group of Sharia records of National Archives of Iran with a thesau-

rus approach in order to identify and extract semantic relations.

Method and Research Design: Data for the analysis was gathered from library resources, obser-
vations, and face-to-face interviews with 10 archival records indexing professionals. A two-part
checklist was designed for recording the data. Part one was used for thesaurus form structures
with “alphabetical structure’] “tree index” and “revolving/ circular index” arrangements. Part two
was used for usability test for five criteria including “concepts’, “relationships’, “domain notes’,
“user perception’; and “search and retrieval”. To design thesaurus for Sharia records SPSS software

was used for evaluation and analysis.

Findings and conclusion: Evaluation of the indicators of “user perception” and “search and re-
trieval” resulted in 100%, “domain note” and “concepts” resulted in 90%, and “relationships” re-
sulted in 80% desirability for the design of Sharfa thesaurus. It can be concluded that semantic
relations in the lexical group of Sharia records with a thesaurus approach are desirable in alpha-

betical form structures and tree and circular indexes.

Keywords: National Archives of Iran; Sharia records; Thesaurus design; Lexical Group; Alphabeti-
cal Index; Tree Index; Revolving/ Circular Index.
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1. Equivalence Relationship
2. Synonym

3. Hierarchical Relationship
4. Associative Relationship

5. Polysemy
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1. Scope note

2. Preferred

3. Non-Preferred
4. Broader

5. Narrower
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