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Abstract:

Purpose: This paper reports the work of Austrian Albert Gasteiger, who came to Iran in mid 19th
century to help with the development roads.

Method and Research Design: Archival documents are examined to collect data for this paper.

Findings and Conclusion: The Qajarid government viewed construction of roads essential for
further the development of the nation. Follwing lengthy negotiations with Iranian diplomatic del-
egation in Europe, Albert Gasteiger, an Austrian civil engineer, and Baron Donnermann from
France were recruited to draft plans for construction roads and railroads in Iran. Albert Gasteiger
traveled to Iran and visited different parts of the country. He drafted general policies for the
Iranian government oversaw the construction of Tehran-Kermanshah, Tehran-Amol, and Mash-
had- Quchan roads. Also he proposed the construction of a number of railway and dams project
to Nasser-al-Din Shah. However, inefliciency of the political system, corruption, local influences,
and insecurity caused by Russian and British inteferences led to failure of th egovenment to imple-

ment the palns fully.
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Gasteiger, Albert Joseph. (1863). “Rundreise durch die nérdlichen Provinzen Persiens’”.
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Zeitschrift fiir allgemeine Erdkunde, N.S. 12, Berlin, pp 341-356.

Gasteiger, Albert Joseph. (1881). Von Teheran nach Belutschistan. Innsbruck.

Gasteiger, Felix. (1949). General Gasteiger-Khan: Ein Tiroler in Persien. Schlern
Schriften 66. Innsbruck.

Pohanka, Reinhard; Thurner, Ingrid. (1988). Der Khan aus Tirol: Albert Joseph
Gasteiger, Freiherr von Ravenstein und Kobach, Diplomat, Ingenieur und
Forschungsreisender am persischen Hof (1823-1890). Wien.

Personalstand des Ferdinandeums. (1886/7). AllerhGchster Proteetor: Seine apostolis-
che Majestat der Kaiser Franz Josef. Protector-stellvertreter: se. Kaiserl. Hoheit
Carl Ludwig, Erzherzog von Oesterreich. U. S. W.

Praxmarer, Hieronymus. (2013). Albert Gasteiger Khan (1823-1890): Reisebriefe aus
Persien nach Tirol, Universitétsverlag Wagner, Innsbruck.

Slaby, Helmut. (1982). “Bindenschild und Sonnenlowe: Die Geschichte der
osterreichisch-iranischen Beziehungen bis zur Gegenwart”, in: I Slawinski and

J. P. Strelka (Hrsg): Viribus Unitis, Bern etc. S. pp 337-350.

English Translation of References

Documents

Sazman-e Asnad-e Vezarat-e Omur-e Xarejeh (Ostadox) (Department of Diplomatic
Documents and History of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs):

1277 AH / 1860 AD, Box 9, Folder 1, Document number 4: “Savad-e qarar-name-ye
estexdam-e mohandes-e Otrisi be nam-e Albert Kasteger bariye xedmat dar
nezam” (The transcript of the employment contract of the Austrian engineer Al-
bert Gasteiger to serve in the regime).

1277 AH /1860 AD, Box 9, Folder 9, Document number 4: “Qarar-name-ye estexdam-e
mohandes Alber Qeseqer (Kastiger-e) Otrisi az su-ye dowlat-e Iran” (The em-
ployment contract of the Austrian engineer Alber Gasteigerby the Iranian govern-
ment). Sent by Mirza Saeed Khan Mo'tamen Al-Molk.

1281 AH / 1864 AD, Box 11, Folder 6, Document number 1 & 2: “Emtiaz-name-ye

rah-e suseaz Tabriz be kenar-e Aras baraye taraddod-e ‘arrabeh va kaleskeh”
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(The concession contract of high roads from Tabriz to Aras sides for cart and
carriage traffic).

1284 AH / 1867 AD, Box 12, Folder 1-9, Document number 22: “Towzih dar mored-e
SavalanXan” (Explanation about Savalan Khan).

1286 AH / 1869 AD, Box 13, Folder 28, Document number 6: “Qarardid-e estexdam-e
Albert Kastiger be ‘onvan-e mohandes-e telegraf dar vezarat-e jang-e Irin va
tazmin-e pardaxt-e hoquq-e vey azsu-ye KamranMirza Nayeb-os-Saltaneh”
(Le contrat de travail dAlbert Gasteiger entantqu’ingénieur télégraphique au
ministére de la Guerre d’Iran et garantissant le paiement de son salaire par Kam-
ran Mirza Nayeb Al-Saltaneh) [The employment contract of Albert Gasteigeras a
telegraph engineer in the Ministry of War of Iran and guaranteeing the payment
of his salary by Kamran Mirza Nayeb Al-Saltaneh], (Document is in French lan-
guage).

1289 AH / 1872 AD, Box 14, Folder 1, Document number 7:“Name-eeraje’ be ta’sis-e
bank va rah-ahan va talas-ha-ye Malkom Xan daren’eqad-e in qarardad va
rezayatmandi az SavalanXan” (A letter regarding the establishment of the bank
and the railway and the efforts of Malkum Khan in concluding this contract and
the satisfaction of Savalan Khan).

1294 AH / 1877 AD, Box 15, Folder 33, Document number 16-19:“Savad-e qarar-
nameh mian-e HoseinXan-e Sepah-salar va Kasteger Xan-e Sartip, baraye
estexdam dar vezarat-e jang” (The transcript of the contract between Hossein
Khan Sepahsalar and generalGasteigerKhan, for employment in the Ministry of
War).

1296 AH / 1879 AD, Box 16, Folder 16, Document number 14:“Qarar-name-ye
estexdam-e Kasteger be ‘onvan-e mohandes dar vezarat-e omur-e xarejeh dar
panj maddeh” (Gasteiger'semployment contract as an engineer in the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs in 5 articles).

1298 AH / 1881 AD, Box 25, Document number 311:“Vazi’eeyat-e pardaxt-e hoquq-

q ma’muran-e Otrisi dar Iran” (Payment status of Austrian agents in Iran).
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1312 AH / 1894 AD, Box 25, Folder 6, Document number 1-6:“En’eqad-e qarardad-e
rah-e Suseaz dar-ol-xelafeh ela xanaqin mabein-e dowlat-e Iran va musiyu
Feliks Moral, taba’e-ye Alman” (Concluding the high road contract from the
capital to Khanaqin between the Government of Iran and Monsieur Felix Moral,

a German citizen).

List of Qajar complementary documents:
Box 33, Document number 391, (n. d.), vol. 33, p. 180.
Box 107, Document number 61-65, (n. d.), vol. 107, p. 412.
Box 114, Document number 130, (n. d.), vol. 114, p. 23.[Persian]

Sazman-e Asnad va Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma) (National Library and Ar-
chives Organization of Iran):

Albom-e Boyutd (The album of royal court administrative buildings):

Albom-e Boyutdt (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 586,
document number 295/7884, p. 171: “Gozares-e tastih-e rah-e Suse-ye Mashad
be Quéan” (The report of the leveling of the high road from Mashhad to Qu-
chan).

Albom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 543,
document number 295/7976, p. 13: “Darxast-e Kasteger Xan az Naser-ed-Din
Sahjahat-e sepordan-e tamam-e extiarit-e rih-sazi-ye Quéin be Mashad
beou” (GasteigerKhan's request to Nasser al-Din Shah to entrust him with all the
authority to build the Quchan-Mashhad high road).

Abom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 543,
document number 295/7976, p. 16: “Raport-e Zeyn-ol-‘Abedin be Amin-os-
Soltansadr-e a’zambabat-e Soru’-e kar-e rah-e suse-ye Mashad be Quéan va
hoquq-e mohandesin” (The report from Zeyn al-Abedin to Amin al-Sultan, the
Chancellor, on the start of work on the high road from Mashhad to Quchan and
the wages of the engineers).

Albom-e Boyutt (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 543, doc-

ument number 295/7976, p. 176: “Name-ye Kasteger Xanaz Mashad be Naser-
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ed-Din $ih dar jahat-e hamiyelvatarfi’ vageyreh” (Gasteiger Khans letter from
Mashhad to Naser al-Din Shah for decoration, and promotion, etc.).

Albom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 548, p. 40,
54, 90, 96, & 258: “Gozares-e MirzaZeyn-ol-‘Abedin-e mohandes be Rokn-od-
Dowleh hakem-e Xorasan raje’ be pisraft-e rah-e suse-ye Mashad be Qucéan”
(The report from Mirza Zeyn Al-Abedin, Engineer, to Rokn Al-Dowleh, Ruler
of Khorasan, regarding the progress of the high road from Mashhad to Quchan).

Albom-e Boyutt (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 631, doc-
ument number 295/7976, p. 4: “Name-ye Kasteger Xan az Mashad be Naser-ed-
Din $ah va geliyeh az Sariyet-e mowjud” (GasteigerKhan's letter from Mashhad
to Naser al-Din Shah and complaining about the current situation).

Albom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 232/1508,
232/1512, 232/1513, p. 1-6: “Havale-jat-e Amin-os-Soltan be rah-sazi” (Amin
al-Sultan’s remittances tothe road constructioncompany).

Albom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 2/548,
document number 295/7797, p. 136: “Vagozari-ye emtiaz-e Suse-ye rah-e Quéan
be Malek-ot-Tojjar” (The conveyance of the concession ofofQuchanhigh road to
Malek Al-Tojjar).

Albom-e Boyutat (The album of royal court administrative buildings), album 2/543,
document number 295/7809, p. 13: “Neveste-jat-e saheb-mansaban-e dowre-ye
Naseri” (Writings of the officials of the Nasseri period).

Sakma, document number 295/797, p. 1: “Dast-xatt-e Naser-ed-Din Sih be $rerkat-e
vazir-e omur-e xarejeh dar poroZe-ye siaxt-e rah-ahan-e Tehranbe haram-e
‘Abd-ol-‘Azim” (Naser al-Din Shah’s handwritten orderon the participation of
the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the construction project of the Tehran railway
to Abdol AzimShrine).

Sakma, document number 295/7993, p. 201: “Name-ye KastegerXan-e mohandes-
basi va sartip-e avval-e dowlat-e ‘elliyye-ye Iran be Niser-ed-Din Sah” (Letter
of GasteigerKhan, the Engineer and first brigadier general of the supreme govern-

mentof Iran to Nasser al-Din Shah).

—

I ol Bylod VYRR (liuco) pylaz 783 ¥+ Sl il diuenS



Sakma, document number 296/19290, p. 1-8: “Ahkam-e Nayeb-os-Saltaneh
KamranMirza dar xosus-e entesab-e Mohammad HoseinMirza Mohandes”
(Nayeb al-Saltaneh Kamran Mirzas verdicts regarding the appointment of Mo-

hammad Hussein Mirza, the engineer).[Persian]

Manuscripts

Donnerman, Baron. (1296 AH / 1879). “Tarix-e rahahan” (Railway History). Trans-
lated by Mirza Harton. KetabxanehvaMarkaz-e Asnad-e Dane$gah-e Tehran
(The Central Library and Documentation Center of Tehran University), retrieval
code -410s.[Persian]

“E’ta-ye emtiaz-e hoquq be BaronRoyterz dar ta’sis-e kompani-ye Iran va Engelis
be jahat-e rahahan” (Granting rights concessions to Baron Reuters in establish-
ing the Iran-Britain Railway Company). Ketabxane-ye Melli-ye Iran (Sakma)
(National Library and Archives Organization of Iran). Retrieval number 5-32496,
pp- 211-223.[Persian]

Etemad Al-Saltaneh, Mohammad Hasan Khan. (1307 AH / 1870). “Qanun-e tashil-e
saxtan-e toroq va Savare’” (The law on facilitating the construction of roads and
streets). Ketﬁbxﬁne—yeAstén—e Qods-e Razavi (AstanQods Central Library). Re-
trieval number 4380, document number 597 625/7 (4JI. [Persian]

Kasteger Khan, & Karim Khan (Trans.); Mirza Hedayatollah Monshi Nezam (scriber).
(1296 AH / 1879). “Qanun-e masq-e nezami” (Law of War Training). (Lithogra-

phy). Tehran: (n. p.).[Persian]

Books

Adamiat, Fereidoun. (2536/1957). “AndiSe-ye taraqqi va hokumat-e qanun-e asr-e
sepah-salar” (The idea of progress and the rule of law: The Era of Sepahsalar).
Tehran: Xarazmi. [Persian]

Bradford, Martin G. (1368/1989). “Tarix-e ravabet-e Iran va Alman” (History of Iran-
Germany Relations).Translated byPeyman Azad & Ali Omid. Tehran: Moassese-

ye Peyk-eTarjomehvaNasr.[Persian]
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Brugsch, Heinrich Karl. (1367/1988). “Safari be darbar-e soltan-e saheb-qeran” (My
life and my trips) (vol. 2). Translated by Mohammad Hossein Kordbacheh. Teh-
ran: Ettela’at. [Persian]

Curzon, George Nathaniel. (1380/2001). “Iran va qazie-ye Iran” (Persia and the Per-
sian question) (vol. 1). Translated by Vahid Mazandarani. Tehran: Ente$arat-e
‘ElmiFarhangi. [Persian]

Etemad Al-Saltaneh, Mohammad Hasan Khan. (1367/1988). “Tarix-e montazam-e
Naseri” (Naseri history in verse) (vol. 3). Edited & annotated by Mohammad
EsmaeelRezvani. Tehran: Donya-ye Ketab. [Persian]

Ftemad Al-Saltaneh, Mohammad Hasan Khan. (1371/1992). “Ruzname-ye xaterat”
(Journal of memories) (2™ ed.). Edited by Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [Per-
sian]

Etemad Al-Saltaneh, Mohammad Hasan Khan. (1374/1995). “Cehel sal tirix-e Irin
dar dowre-ye pidesihi-ye Naser-ed-Din Sah: Ta’liqit-e Hosein-e Mahbubi-ye
Ardakani bar AI-Ma’aser-o val-asar” (Forty Years of Iran's History during Nasir
al-Din Shah’s Era) (vol. 1). Edited by IrajAfshar. Tehran: Asatir.[Persian]

Eyn Al-Saltaneh, Ghahreman Mirza Salour. (1374/1995). “Ruzname-ye xaterat-e Ey-
nos-Saltane” (Journal of Eyn Al-Saltanel’s memoires) (vol. 1). Edited by Masoud
Salour & Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Asatir. [Persian]

Farmanfarma, Abdolhossein Mirza. (1382/2003). “Mosaferat-name-ye Kerman va
Balucestan” (Travelogue of Kerman and Baluchistan). Edited by IrajAfshar. Teh-
ran: Asatir.[Persian]

Farmanfarma, Firouz Mirza. (1360/1981). “Safar-nime-ye Kerman va Balucestan”
(Travelogue of Kerman and Baluchistan). Edited by Mansoureh Ettehadieh &
Saade Pira. Tehran: Nasr-e Tarix-e Iran.[Persian]

Gasteiger, Albert Joseph. (1881). Von Teheran nachBelutschistan. Innsbruck.

Haj Sayyah, Ali Ibn Mohammad Reza. (1346/1967). “Xaterat-e HajSayyah ya dowre-
ye xowf o vahsat” (The travel diaries of haj sayyah 1859-1877). Edited by Hamid
Sayyah&sSeifollahGolkar. Tehran: Ente$arat-e Ebn-e Sina. [Persian]

Hashemian, Ahmad (Iraj). (1379/2000). “Tahavvolat-e farhangi-ye Iran dar dowre-ye

—

=] W (ke Slod VY9 Sliue) epylaz 78 ¥ o il diuenS



Qaijarieh va madrese-ye Dar-ol-fonun” (Cultural developments in Iran during
the Qajar period and Dar al-Fonunschool). Tehran: Moassese-ye Joqrafidyi va
Kartografi-ye Sahab (Sahab Geographic & Drafting Institute).[Persian]

Momtahen Al-DowlehShaghaghi, Mirza Mahdi Khan. (1362/1983). “Xaterat-e
Momtagenad-Dowleh:Xendegi-name-yeMirza Mahdi Xan Momtahen-od-
Dowle-ye Saqaqi” (The memoirs of Momtahen Al-Doleh: The biography of Mir-
za Mahdi Khan Momtahen Al-DolehShagaqi). Edited by Hossein Gholi Khan
Shaqaqi. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [Persian]

Naser Al-Din Shah. (1372/1993). “Sahriir-e jaidde-ha: Safar-name-ye Niser-ed-Din
Sih be atabat” (King of the roads: Naser al-Din Shah’ travelogue to Atabat). Ed-
ited by Mohammad Reza Abbasi & Parviz Badiee. Tehran: Ente$arat-e Sazman-e
Asnad-e Melli-ye Iran (Publications of the National Library and Archives of Iran).
[Persian]

Naser Al-Din Shah. (1379/2000). “Ruznime-ye xaterit-e Naser-ed-Din Sih dar sa-
far-e dovvom-e farangestan” (Nasser al-Din Shal’s memoirs in his second trip
to Europe). Edited by Fatemeh Ghaziha. Tehran: Ente$arat-e Sazman-e Asnad-e
Melli-ye Iran (Publications of the National Library and Archives of Iran). [Per-
sian]

Naser Al-Din Shah. (1379/2000). “Safar-ha-ye Naser-ed-Din Sih be Qom; (1266-1309
AH)” (Naser al-Din Shahss travels to Qom; (1850- 1892 AH). Edited by Fatemeh
Ghaziha. Tehran: Entesarat-e Sazman-e Asnad-e Melli-ye Iran (Publications of
the National Library and Archives of Iran). [Persian]

Pohanka, Reinhard; Thurner, Ingrid. (1988). Der Khan aus Tirol: Albert Joseph
Gasteiger, Freiherr von Ravenstein und Kobach, Diplomat, Ingenieur und
Forschungsreisender am persischen Hof (1823-1890). Wien.

Personalstand des Ferdinandeums. (1886/7). AllerhichsterProteetor: Seine apostolis-
cheMajestat der Kaiser Franz Josef. Protector-stellvertreter: se. Kaiserl. Hoheit
Carl Ludwig, Erzherzog von Oesterreich. U. S. W.

Praxmarer, Hieronymus. (2013). Albert Gasteiger Khan (1823-1890):Reisebriefeaus-

Persiennach Tirol, Universititsverlag Wagner, Innsbruck.
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Reza Gholi Mirza Qajar; &Sarabi, Hossein Ibn Abdollah. (1373 / 1994). “Safar-name-
Ye RezaQoli Mirza nayeb-ol-eyaleh” (The travelogue of RezaGholi Mirza Naye-
bal-Eyaleh). Edited by AsgharFarmanfarmaei. Tehran: Asatir.[Persian]

Serena, Carla. (1362/1983). “Safar-name-ye madam Karla Serena: Adam-havaiyin-
hadar Iran” (Hommes et choses enperse) [Men and things in Persia]. Translated
by AliAsghar Saeedi. Esfahan: Ketabforusi-ye Zovvar.[Persian]

Torkaman, EskandarBeig. (1377/1998). “Tarix-e ‘alam-ara-ye Abbasi” (History of
AlamAray Abbasi) (vol. 3). Edited by Mohammad EsmaeelRezvani. Tehran:
Donya-ye Ketab. [Persian]

Wills, Charles James. (1363/1984). “Tarix-e ejtemaee-ye Iran dar ‘ahd-e Qajarieh”
(Persia as it is: Being sketches of Modern Persian life and character). (2™ ed.).
Translated by Sayed Abdollah. Edited by Jamshid Dodangeh & Mehrdad Niknam.

Tehran: Zarrin.[Persian]

Articles

Dehghan, Manouchehr. (1348, Mehr & Aban/1969, October & November). “Nezam-e
Naseri” (Nasseri regime). Barresi-ha-ye Tarixi, 22, pp. 17-150.[Persian]

Gasteiger, Felix. (1949). General Gasteiger-Khan: EinTiroler in Persien. SchlernSchrif-
ten, 66. Innsbruck.
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